
STATE LAWS AND RECORDS 
RECOGNITION. 

No. 5 of 1901. 

An Act to provide for the recognition throughout 
the Commonwealth of the Laws, the Public 
Acts and Records, and the Judicial Proceedings 
of the States. 

[Assented to 5th September, 1901.] 

BE it enacted by the King 's Most Excel lent Majesty the Senate 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Austral ia as follows :— 

P R E L I M I N A R Y . 

1 . This Act may be cited as the State Laws and Records Recog­
nition Act 1901. 

Short ti t le. 

2 . I n this Act, unless the contrary intention appears— 
" C o u r t " includes all judges and justices and all arbi t ra tors 

under any Act or State Act, and all persons authorized by 
law or by consent of part ies to hear receive and examine 
evidence. 

Definitions. 
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"Courts within the Commonwea l th" includes the H igh Court and 
all Federal Courts and Courts exercising federal jurisdiction, 
the In te r -S ta te Commission when s i t t ing as a Court for the 
hear ing or determination of any matter , and all Courts of the 
several States and par t s of the Commonwealth. 

" T h e Governor of a S t a t e " means the person for the time 
being administering the Government of a State, and 
includes the Governor of a State with the advice of the 
Executive Council thereof. 

J U D I C I A L NOTICE. 

3 . All Courts within the Commonwealth shall take judicial 
notice of all Acts of the Par l i ament of any State . 

Sta te laws to be 
judicially 
noticed. 
See Qd., 62 Vic. 
No. 15, s. 3. 
Fed. Council 
49 Vic. No. 2. 4 . All Courts within the Commonwealth shall take judicial 

notice of the impression of the seal of any State without evidence of 
such seal having been impressed or any other evidence relat ing thereto. 

Seals of States 
to be judicially 
noticed. 
See Qd., ib. s. 4. 

5 . All Courts within the Commonwealth shall take judicial notice— 
(a) of the s ignature of any person who holds or has held in 

any State the office of Governor, Judge of the Supreme 
Court, Prothonotary , Master Regis t rar or Chief Clerk 
of the Supreme Court, Judge or Commissioner of any 
Court of Bankruptcy or Insolvency, Curator of In tes ta te 
Es ta tes , Commissioner of Titles, Regis t rar of Titles, 
Assistant or Deputy Regis t rar of Titles, Regis t rar-
General, Assistant or Deputy Registrar-General , 
Government Statist , Assistant or Deputy Government 
Stat is t , Judge or Presiding Magistrate of any County 
Court or District or Local Court or Court of Mines, 
Chairman of any Court of General or Quarter Sessions, 
or Police or Stipendiary or Special Magis t ra te or Just ice 
of the Peace, or any office corresponding to any of the 
aforesaid offices, or any office to which the Governor-
General may by Order published in the Gazette declare 

this section to apply; and 
(b) of the seal of every such Court or person; 

Certain 
s ignatures , &c., 
t o be judicially 
noticed. 
See Qd., ib. s. 10. 
F . C . , ib. s. 6. 

if such signature or seal purports to be at tached or appended to any 
decree, order, certificate, or other judicial or official document. 

P R O O F OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS. 

6 .—(1.) Evidence of any proclamation, commission, order, or 
regulation issued by the Governor of a State, or by or under the 
authori ty of any Minister of the Crown for a State , may be given in 
all Courts within the Commonweal th— 

(a) by the production of the Government Gazette of the State 
purpor t ing to contain the s a m e ; or 

(b) by the production of a document purpor t ing to be a copy 
thereof, and purpor t ing to be printed by the Government 
P r in te r of the State , or by the authori ty of the Govern­
ment of the S t a t e ; or 

Proof of 
proclamations, 
commissions, 
orders and 
regulations. 
See N.S.W., No. 
11, 1898, s. 18. 
Vic. No. 1088, 
s. 17. 
Qd., ib. s. 6. 
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(c) by the production (in the case of any proclamation, 
commission, order, or regulation issued by the Governor 
of a State) of a copy or ext rac t purpor t ing to be 
certified to be t rue by the Clerk of the Executive 
Council of the S t a t e ; or 

(d) by the production (in the case of any proclamation, com­
mission, order, or regulation issued by or under the 
authority of any Minister of the Crown for a Sta te) of 
a copy or extract purpor t ing to be certified to be t rue 

by any Minister of the Crown for the State. 
(2.) No proof shall be required of the handwriting or official 

position of any person certifying in pursuance of this section. 

7 . Evidence of any proclamation or other act of state of any 
State may be given in all Courts within the Commonwealth by the 
production of a copy thereof either— 

(a) proved to be an examined copy thereof, or 
(b) purpor t ing to be sealed with the seal of tha t State . 

Proof of 
proclamations 
and Acts of 
Sta te . 
See No. 11, 1898 
(N.S.W.), s. 17. 

8 . Whenever by any State Act at any t ime in force in any S ta te— 
(a) any public document ; or 
(b) any record required by law to be kep t of any public 

document or proceeding; or 
(c) any certified copy of any public document or by-law or 

of any entry in any public register or book 

Proof of cer tain 
public 
documents . 
See 8 & 9 Vic. 
c. 113, s. 1. 
Qd. , ib. s. 11. 

is admissible in evidence for any purpose in t ha t Sta te , it shall 
be admit ted in evidence to the same extent and for the same 
purposes, in all Courts within the Commonwealth if it purpor ts 
to be sealed or impressed with a s tamp, or sealed and signed, or 
signed alone, or impressed with a s tamp and signed, as directed 
by such State Act, wi thout any proof of such seal s t amp or 
s ignature or of the official character of the person appearing to 
have signed the same, and without any further proof thereof in 
every case in which the original document could have been 
received in evidence. 

9 . Any public document which by any law a t any t ime in 
force in any State is admissible in evidence for any purpose in 
any Court of tha t Sta te without proof of— 

(a) the seal or s tamp or signature authent icat ing the same, or 
(b) the judicial or official character of the person appear ing 

to have signed the same, 
shall be admissible in evidence to the same extent and for the 

same purposes in all Courts within the Commonwealth without 
such proof. 

Public 
d o c u m e n t 
admissible in 
any Sta te 
wi thou t proof 
to be admissible 
t h r o u g h o u t t he 
Commonweal th . 
See 14 & 15 Vic. 
c. 99, s. 11. 
Qd., ib. s. 7. 

1 0 . Whenever any book or other document of any State is of 
such a public nature as to be admissible in evidence in t ha t S ta te on 
i ts mere production from the proper custody, any copy thereof or 
extract therefrom shall be admissible in evidence in all Courts 
within the Commonwealth if— 

(a ) i t is proved to be an examined copy or e x t r a c t ; or 

Proof of public 
books and 
documents of 
States. 
See 14 & 15 Vic. 
c. 99, s. 14. 
Qd. ib., s. 8. 
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(b) it purports to be signed and certified as a t rue copy or 
extract by some officer of t ha t State, who shall further 
certify t ha t he is the officer to whose custody the original 
is trusted. 

11 .—(1 . ) All copies of the Votes and Proceedings of either 
House of the Par l i ament of any State, if purport ing to be printed 
by the Government P r in te r of t ha t State, shal l on the mere produc­
tion of the same be admitted as evidence thereof in all Courts 
within the Commonwealth. 

(2.) In this section " V o t e s and P roceed ings" shall be deemed to 
include Journa l s and Minutes, and any papers purport ing to be 
printed by the authori ty of and to be laid before either House of the 
Pa r l i amen t of a State. 

Proof of Votes 
and Proceeding 
of S ta te 
Parl iaments. 
See S & 9 Vic., 
c. 113, s. 3. 
Qd. ib. s. 9. 
Fed. Council, 
49 Vic. No. 2, 
s. 5. 

PROOF OF CERTAIN MATTERS. 

12. The mere production of a paper purporting to be the 
Government Gazette of a State shall in all Courts within the 
Commonwealth be evidence tha t such paper is such Government 
Gazette and was published on the day on which i t bears date. 

Proof of 
Government 
Gazette of 
S ta te . 
See No. 1088 
(Vic.), s. 24. 
F. C , ib. s. 4. 

1 3 . The mere production of a paper purpor t ing to be printed 
by the Government Pr in ter of a Sta te or by the authori ty of the 
Government of a State shall in all Courts within the Common­
wealth be evidence t ha t such paper was printed by such Government 
Pr in te r or by such authority. 

Proof of 
p r in t ing by 
Government 
P r in t e r of State. 

See Qd. ib. s. 12. 

1 4 . Where by any law at any t ime in force the Governor of a 
Sta te or a Minister of the Crown for a S ta te is authorized or 
empowered to do any act whatsoever, production of the Government 
Gazette of the State purpor t ing to contain a copy or notification 
of any such act shall in all Courts within the Commonwealth be 
evidence of such act having been duly done. 

Proof of act 
done by 
Governor or 
Minister of a 
Sta te . 
See No. 1088 
(Vic.), s. 25. 

1 5 . Where, by any Sta te Act, power to make by-laws or 
regulations is conferred upon any person or body, any printed paper 
purpor t ing to be such by-laws or regulations, and to be printed 
by the Government P r in te r of the Sta te , or by the authori ty of 
the Government of the State , shal l in all Courts within the 
Commonwealth be evidence— 

(a) That by-laws or regulations in the words printed in such 
paper were duly made by such person or body ; and 

(b) t ha t such by-laws or regulations have been approved of or 
confirmed by the Governor of the State, if they appear 
by such paper to have been so approved of or confirmed. 

By-laws and 
regulations. 
See N.S.W., 
1898, No. 11, 
s. 27. 

16 .—(1 . ) All Courts within the Commonwealth shall admit as 
evidence of the incorporation of a company incorporated or registered 
in any State a certificate of the incorporation or registration thereof 
which purports to be signed by the Regis t rar or an Assistant or 
Deputy-Registrar of companies in t h a t State , and the date of 
incorporation or registration mentioned in such certificate shall be 
evidence of the date on which the company was incorporated or 
registered. 

Proof of 
incorporat ion of 
company. 
See Qd. ib. s. 13. 
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(2.) Any copy of or extract from any document kept and 
registered a t the office for the registrat ion of companies in any State , 
if certified under the hand of the Regis t rar or an Assis tant or 
Deputy-Regis t rar , shall in all Courts within the Commonwealth be 
admissible in evidence in all cases in which the original document is 
admissible in evidence and for the same purposes and to the same 
extent . 

See N.S.W., 
1898, No. 11, 
s. 32. 

P R O O F OF J U D I C I A L PROCEEDINGS. 

1 7 . Evidence of any judgment decree rule order or other judicial 
proceeding of any Court of a State, including any affidavit pleading 
or other legal document filed or deposited in any such Court, may be 
given in all Courts within the Commonwealth by the production of 
a copy thereof— 

(a) proved to be an examined copy thereof; or 
(b) purpor t ing to be sealed with the seal of such C o u r t ; or 
(c) purpor t ing to be signed by a Judge of such Court with 

a s ta tement in wri t ing at tached by him to his signature 
t h a t such Court has no seal and without proof of his 
judicial character or of the t ru th of such statement. 

Proof of judic ia l 
proceedings of 
Sta te Court . 
See N.S.W., 
ib. 21. 
No. 1088 (Vic) , 
s. 16 U.S. 

SUPPLEMENTAL. 

1 8 . All public acts records and judicial proceedings of any State , 
if proved or authent icated as required by this Act, shall have such 
faith and credit given to them in every Court and public office within 
the Commonwealth as they have by law or usage in the Courts and 
public offices of the State from whence they are taken. 

Fai th and credi t 
t o be given to 
documents 
properly 
authent ica ted . 
See Const i tut ion 
s. 118. 
U.S. Stat . II. 
1790 c. 1 1 ; Stat . 
I. 1804 c. 56. 1 9 . The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to and not in 

derogation of any powers existing a t common law, or given by any 
law at any t ime in force in any State. 

This Act not to 
derogate from 
existing powers. 
Qd. ib. s. 14. 
F. C., ib. s. 7. 
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