
1904 . Acts Interpretation. N o . 1. 

ACTS INTERPRETATION. 

No. 1 of 1904. 

An Act for the Interpretation of Acts of Parlia
ment and for Further Shortening their 
Language. 

[Assented to 14th June, 1904.] 

BE i t e n a c t e d b y t h e K i n g ' s M o s t E x c e l l e n t M a j e s t y , t h e S e n a t e , 
a n d t h e H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t he C o m m o n w e a l t h of 

A u s t r a l i a , a s f o l l o w s : — 

Short t i t le . 1 . T h i s A c t m a y b e c i t ed as t h e Acts Interpretation Act 1904, a n d 
sha l l b e c o n s t r u e d w i t h t h e Acts Interpretation Act 1901 . 

Application. 2 . T h i s A c t sha l l a p p l y t o al l A c t s of t h e P a r l i a m e n t pas sed a f t e r 
t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h i s A c t . 

Penalties a t 
foot of sections 
or sub-sections. 

3 . T h e p e n a l t y , p e c u n i a r y or o t h e r , s e t o u t — 

(a) at the foot of any section of any Act; or 
(b) at the foot of any sub-section of any section of any Act, but 

n o t a t t h e foot of t h e sec t ion , 

sha l l i n d i c a t e t h a t a n y c o n t r a v e n t i o n of t h e sec t ion o r of t h e s u b 
sec t i on r e spec t i ve ly , w h e t h e r b y a c t or omiss ion , sha l l b e a n offence 
a g a i n s t t h e Ac t , p u n i s h a b l e u p o n c o n v i c t i o n b y a p e n a l t y n o t exceed
ing t h e p e n a l t y m e n t i o n e d . 

P r o v i d e d t h a t w h e r e t h e p e n a l t y is exp re s sed t o a p p l y t o a p a r t on ly 
of t h e sec t ion or sub- sec t ion , i t sha l l a p p l y t o t h a t p a r t on ly . 

Indic table 
offences. 

4 . Offences a g a i n s t a n y A c t w h i c h a r e p u n i s h a b l e b y i m p r i s o n m e n t 
for a pe r iod exceed ing s ix m o n t h s shal l , un less t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n 
a p p e a r s i n t h e A c t , b e i n d i c t a b l e offences. 

Offences 
punishable by 
summary 
conviction. 

5 . Offences a g a i n s t a n y A c t w h i c h — 

(a) a r e p u n i s h a b l e b y i m p r i s o n m e n t , b u t n o t for a per iod exceed ing s ix m o n t h s ; or 

(b) n o t be ing p u n i s h a b l e b y i m p r i s o n m e n t , a r e n o t dec la red t o b e i n d i c t a b l e offences, 

sha l l , un less t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n a p p e a r s i n t h e A c t , b e p u n i s h a b l e 
o n s u m m a r y conv ic t ion . 
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Pecuniary 
penalt ies . 

6 . All p e c u n i a r y pena l t i es for a n y offence a g a i n s t a n y A c t m a y , 
unless t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n a p p e a r s i n t h e A c t , b e r e co v e red in a n y 
c o u r t of s u m m a r y ju r i sd i c t ion . 

Impr lsonment . 7 . W h e r e u n d e r a n y A c t i m p r i s o n m e n t m a y b e a w a r d e d for a n y 
offence, i t m a y b e a w a r d e d w i t h or w i t h o u t h a r d l a b o u r . 

A t t e m p t to 
commit an 
offence to be 
deemed an 
offence. 

8 . A n y a t t e m p t t o c o m m i t a n offence a g a i n s t a n y A c t shal l , un le s s 
t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n a p p e a r s i n t h e A c t , b e a n offence a g a i n s t t h e 
Ac t , p u n i s h a b l e as if t h e offence h a d b e e n c o m m i t t e d . 

Definitions. 9 . I n a n y Ac t , un le s s t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n a p p e a r s — 

" J u s t i c e of t h e P e a c e " inc ludes a J u s t i c e of t h e P e a c e for a S t a t e or p a r t of a S t a t e ; 
"Prescribed" means prescribed by the Act, or by Regulations under the Act; 

"Regulations" means regulations under the Act. 

Regulations. 1 0 . W h e r e a n A c t confers p o w e r t o m a k e R e g u l a t i o n s , al l R e g u l a 
t i ons m a d e acco rd ing ly shal l , un less t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n a p p e a r s — 

(a) b e notif ied i n t h e G a z e t t e ; 

(b) t a k e effect f rom t h e d a t e of not i f ica t ion , or f rom a l a t e r d a t e specified in t h e R e g u l a t i o n s ; 

(c) b e la id before b o t h H o u s e s of t h e P a r l i a m e n t w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s of t h e m a k i n g thereof, or , if t h e P a r l i a m e n t is n o t 
t h e n s i t t i ng , w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s af ter t h e n e x t m e e t i n g of 
t h e P a r l i a m e n t . 

B u t if e i the r H o u s e of t h e P a r l i a m e n t passes a r e so lu t i on of wh ich 
not ice h a s been g iven a t a n y t i m e w i t h i n fifteen s i t t i ng d a y s af ter 
s u c h r e g u l a t i o n s h a v e b e e n laid before such H o u s e d isa l lowing a n y 
r e g u l a t i o n such r egu l a t i on shal l t h e r e u p o n cease t o h a v e effect. 
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