
1911. Lighthouses. No . 14 . 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

No. 1 4 o f 1911 . 

An Ac t relatin g to Lighthouses, Lightships , Beacons , 
and Buoys . 

[Assented t o 22n d December , 1911. ] 

BE i t enacte d b y th e King ' s Mos t Excel len t Majesty , th e Senate , 
and th e Hous e o f Representative s o f th e Commonwealt h o f 

Austral ia , a s follow s : — 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Short title . 1 . Thi s Ac t ma y b e cite d a s th e Lighthouses Act 1911 . 

Commencement. 2 . Thi s Ac t shal l commenc e o n a  da y t o b e fixed  b y proclama -
tion. 

Definitions. 3 . I n thi s Act , unles s th e contrar y intentio n appears — 
" Collecto r "  mean s th e Chie f Office r o f Custom s a t an y 

Por t . 
" Marin e Mark s "  include s l ightships , beacons , buoys , an d 

submarine signa l stations . 

Administration. 4 . Thi s Ac t shal l b e administere d b y th e Ministe r fo r Trad e an d 
Customs o r th e Ministe r fo r th e t im e bein g administerin g th e 
Depar tment o f Trad e an d Customs . 

LIGHTHOUSES AN D M A R I N E M A R K S . 
Acquisition o f 
lighthouses, <tc . 5.—(1.) Th e Commonwealt h ma y ente r int o a n agreemen t wit h 

the Governo r o f an y State , o r wit h an y person , fo r th e acquisitio n b y 
the Commonwealt h o f an y lighthous e o r marin e mar k th e propert y o f 
t ha t Stat e o r person . 

(2.) Fo r th e purpose s o f thi s Act , an y lighthous e o r marin e mar k 
vested i n an y authori t y o f a  Stat e shal l b e deeme d t o b e th e 
property o f th e State . 

(3 . ) Th e Commonwealt h ma y purchas e fro m an y Sta t e o r perso n 
any l ighthous e tender , stor e vessel , store s o r equipmen t o r othe r 
property use d b y i t o r h i m i n connexio n wit h an y l ighthous e o r 
marine mark . 

Transfer o f 
lighthouses, 
&c., t o b e vali d 
and effectual . 

6. Wher e th e Governor-Genera l ha s entere d int o a n agreemen t 
with the Governor o f a  State , o r with an y person, fo r th e acquisitio n b y 
the Commonwealt h o f an y lighthous e o r marin e mark , any ins t rumen t 
or assuranc e fo r grantin g o r transferrin g th e lighthous e o r marin e 
mark t o th e Commonwealt h accordingl y shall , b y vir tu e o f thi s Act , 
and notwithstandin g anythin g i n th e la w o f th e State , b e vali d an d 
effectual t o ves t th e lighthous e o r marine mar k i n th e Commonwealt h 
according t o th e teno r thereof. ' 
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Power t o erec t 
or alte r 
lighthouses, &c . 
Cf. M.S.A . 1S94 , 
8. 641 . 

7 . Th e Ministe r may — 
(ft) erec t o r plac e l ighthouse s o r marin e mark s : 
(b) ad d to , alter , o r remov e lighthouse s o r mar in e mark a 

the propert y o f th e Commonwealt h ;  an d 
(c) var y th e characte r o f an y l ighthous e o r th e mod e o f 

exhibiting l ight s therein . 

Powers o f 
inspection. 

8.—(1.) Th e Ministe r o r an y authorize d office r ma y a t an y 
reasonable t im e i n th e da y o r nigh t inspec t an y mar in e mar k o r an y 
l amp o r l igh t whic h i n hi s opinio n ma y affec t th e safet y o r 
convenience o f navigatio n an d whethe r suc h l am p o r l igh t i s t h e 
property o f a  State , o r o f an y authori t y o f a  State , o r o f an y 
private person , an d fo r tha t purpos e ma y ente r an y propert y 
whether o f a  public , o r privat e nature . 

(2.) N o perso n shal l hinde r o r obstruc t th e Ministe r o r an y . 
authorized office r i u exercisin g hi s power s unde r thi s section . 

Penal ty :  Fift y pounds . 
( 3 . ) I n thi s sectio n "authorize d officer " mean s an y perso n havin g 

a genera l o r particula r authorit y i n wri t in g fro m th e Ministe r t o 
inspect marin e mark s o r an y lamp s o r l ights . 

Telegraphs t o 
lighthouses. 

9 . Whe n an y l ighthous e lia s bee n acquire d o r erecte d b y th e 
Commonwealth, i t shal l a s soo n a s practicabl e b e connecte d b y 
telegraph o r telephon e wit h a  convenien t telegrap h o r telephon e 
office, an d th e expens e incurre d shal l b e charge d t o th e Department , 
adminis ter ing thi s Act . 

Powers i n 
relation t o 
lights an d 
marks. 

10.—-(1.) Th e Ministe r may , by notic e i n writing , wheneve r i n hi s 
opinion i t i s desirabl e fo r th e safety o r convenienc e o f navigatio n s o t o 
do, requir e the owne r o f an y marin e mar k o r o f an y lam p o r light — 

(a) t o remov e i t entirel y o r t o som e othe r positio n ;  o r 
(b) t o modif y i t o r t o alte r it s characte r t o suc h a n exten t an d i n 

such manne r a s h e direct s ;  o r 
(c) t o refrai n fro m lightin g th e lam p eithe r entirel y o r fo r suc k 

period a s h e direct s ;  o r 
(d) t o ceas e fro m exhibitin g th e ligh t eithe r entirel y o r fo r suc h 

period a s h e directs . 
(2.) I t shal l b e th e du t y o f th e owne r t o compl y wit h an y notic e 

served upo n hi m i n pursuanc e o f thi s section . 
( 3 . ) I f th e notic e i s no t complie d with , th e Ministe r ma y t ak e 

possession o f th e marin e mar k o r o f th e lam p o r ligh t referre d t o i n 
the notice , an d ma y orde r i t t o b e forfeited , o r may d o in regar d t o i t , 
a t th e expens e o f th e owner , anythin g whic h th e owne r wa s require d 
by th e notic e t o do . 

(4.) An y expens e incurre d b y th e Ministe r unde r thi s sectio n may -
be recovere d b y th e Commonwealt h fro m th e owner , a s a  deb t du e 
by th e owne r t o th e Commonwealth . 

(5.) N o perso n shal l withou t reasonabl e caus e (proo f whereo f shal l 
lie upo n him ) fai l t o compl y wit h a  notic e unde r thi s section . 

P e n a l t y : Fift y pounds . 
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(6 . ) I n thi s sectio n "  owne r "  include s a  Sta t e Governmen t an d 
a n y au thor i t y o f a  Sta t e havin g th e contro l o r managemen t o f a n y 
marine mar k o r o f an y lam p o r l ight : 

Provided t ha t nothin g i n thi s sectio n shal l rende r a  Sta t e 
Government o r an y authori t y o f a  Stat e liabl e t o a  pecuniar y penalt y 
under sub-sectio n (5.) . 

Returns o f 
harbor ligh t 
and marks . 

1 1 . Ever y harbo r authori t y o r othe r loca l authori t y havin g 
control o f an y harbo r l ight s o r th e l ight in g o r mark in g o f an y 
navigable water s shall , a s prescribed , mak e return s t o th e Ministe r 
in relatio n t o th e followin g mat te r s :— • 

(a) th e descriptio n an d situatio n o f eac h l igh t unde r it s control ! 
and 

{b) th e descriptio n an d situatio n o f eac h marin e mar k unde r it s 
control . 

Protection fro m 
actions. 

1 2 . A n actio n o r othe r civi l proceedin g shal l no t b e maintainabl e 
aga ins t th e Commonwealth , o r th e Minister , o r an y office r o f th e 
Commonwealth, b y reaso n o f an y act , default , error , o r omission , 
whether negligen t o r otherwis e i n relatio n t o an y lighthous e o r 
marine mark . 

L I G H T D U E S . 

Light dues . 13.—(1.) Ligh t dues , i n accordanc e wit h th e prescribe d rate s o r 
scales, shal l b e levie d an d shal l b e payabl e wit h respec t t o th e 
voyages mad e b y ship s o r vessel s o r b y wa y o f periodica l paymen t 
a s th e regulation s prescribe . 

( 2 . ) Th e regulation s ma y prescrib e th e rate s o r scale s o f l igh t 
dues t o b e payabl e b y ship s o r vessel s an d al l mat ter s necessar y 
o r convenien t t o b e prescribe d t o carr y thi s sectio n int o effect . 

(3.1 Whe n rate s o r scales o f l igh t due s hav e been prescribe d unde r 
this Act , l igh t due s prescribe d b y o r unde r an y Stat e Ac t (othe r 
t h a n due s solel y i n respec t o f l ight s maintaine d b y th e State ) shal l 
cease t o hav e an y effec t ; 

Provided t ha t nothin g i n thi s sub-sectio n shal l releas e an y shi p 
or vesse l o r an y perso n fro m an y liabilit y i n respec t o f an y 
l ight due s prescribe d b y o r unde r an y Stat e Ac t whic h becam e du e 
before th e rate s o r scale s o f l igh t due s unde r thi s Ac t cam e int o 
force. 

Persons liabl e 
to ligh t dues . 
Cf. M.S.A . 1S94 , 
s . 649 . 

1 4 . Th e followin g person s shal l b e joint ly an d severall y liabl e t o 
pay th e l igh t due s payabl e i n respec t o f a  shi p :  — 

(a) th e owne r o r maste r o f th e shi p ;  an d 
(b) an y consigne e o r agen t o f th e shi p wh o ha s pai d o r mad e 

himself liabl e t o pa y an y charg e o n accoun t o f th e 
ship. 

Recovery o f 
light dues . 
Ib. s . 049 . 

1 5 . Th e l igh t due s payabl e i n respect o f a  ship may b e recovere d 
in an y cour t o f summar y jurisdictio n b y proceeding s i n th e nam e o t 
the Collector . 

Enforcement 
of ligh t dues . 
Tb. s . 650 . 

16 .—(1 . ) I f th e owne r o r maste r o f an y shi p fails , o n deman d o f 
t h e Collector , t o pa y th e l igh t due s payabl e i n respec t o f th e ship , 
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the Collecto r may , i n additio n t o an y othe r remedy , ente r upo n th e 
ship an d distrai n th e good s o r equipmen t belongin g t o o r o n boar d 
the ship , and detai n the m unti l th e l igh t due s ar e paid . 

( 2 . ) I f paymen t o f th e l igh t due s i s no t made withi n th e perio d o f 
three day s nex t followin g th e distress , th e Collecto r may , a t a n y t i m e 
during th e continuanc e o f th e non-payment , sel l th e good s distrained , 
and appl y th e proceeds i n paymen t o f th e l ight dues payable , togethe r 
with al l reasonabl e expense s incurre d b y hi m unde r thi s section , an d 
shall o n deman d pa y th e surplu s (i f any ) t o th e owne r o r maste r o f 
the ship . 

Detention o f 
ship. 
Of. M.S. A. 1894 , 
9. 651 . 

1 7 . An y shi p i n respec t o f whic h l igh t due s ar e payabl e ma y b e 
detained b y an y office r o f Custom s a t an y por t i n Austra l i a unt i l 
the l igh t due s s o payabl e ar e paid . 

Uights o f agen t 
who has pai d 
light dues . 
Ib. s . 649(2) . 

1 8 . Th e consigne e o r agen t o f a  shi p may , ou t o f an y money s 
received b y h i m o n accoun t o f th e ship , o r belongin g t o th e owne r 
thereof, retai n th e amoun t o f al l l igh t due s pai d b y hi m i n respec t 
of th e ship . 

O F F E N C E S . 

Injuring light -
houses, &c . 
Ib. s . 666 . 

19 .—(1 . ) A  perso n shal l not — 
(a) wilfull y o r negligentl y injure , damage , destroy , o r ru n fou l 

of an y l ighthous e o r marin e mar k th e propert y o f t h e 
Commonwealth, o r an y l igh t exhibite d o n an y suc h 
lighthouse o r marin e mar k o r an y ship , vessel , stores , 
equipment, o r othe r propert y use d b y th e Commonwealt h 
in connexio n wit h th e l ighthous e o r marin e marks -
service ; 

(b) wilfull y o r negligentl y d o anythin g whic h cause s th e vie w 
of an y lighthous e o r mar in e mar k t o b e obstructe d i n 
such a  manne r a s t o lesse n it s efficienc y ; 

(c) withou t lawfu l authorit y remove , alter , rid e by , o r mak e fas t 
to an y marin e mar k th e propert y o f th e Commonwealt h ; 
or 

(d) trespas s o n o r withou t lawfu l authori t y ente r o r g o upo n 
any l ighthous e o r marin e mark , o r an y ship , vessel , o r 
property use d b y th e Commonwealt h i n th e l ighthous e 
or marin e mark s service . 

Pena l ty :  On e hundre d pounds . 
( 2 . ) I n additio n t o th e penalty , an y offender ma y b e ordered t o pa y 

the amoun t o f th e damag e cause d b y th e commissio n o f th e offence , 
or th e cos t o f repairing , replacing , o r re instat in g th e l ighthous e o r 
marine mark . 

( 3 . ) AVher e an y damag e t o an y lighthous e o r marin e mar k i s 
caused b y an y ship , th e damag e shal l b e charge d o n th e ship , an d 
the shi p ma y b e detaine d b y any office r o f Custom s unti l th e amoun t 
of th e damag e i s paid . 

REGULATIONS. 

Regulations 
fixing ligh t 
dues. 
Ib. s . 644 . 

2 0 . Th e Governor-General ma y mak e regulations , not inconsisten t 
with thi s Act , prescribin g al l mat te r s whic h b y thi s Ac t ar e 
required o r permit te d to b e prescribed , o r whic h ar e necessar y o r con -
venient t o b e prescribed , fo r carryin g ou t o r givin g effec t t o thi s Act . 

Authorised Version C1911A00014


	Bookmarks

