
MEAT INDUSTRY ENCOURAGEMENT. 

No. 55 of 1924. 

An Act to encourage and improve the Meat 
Industry of Australia. 

[Assented to 20th October, 1924.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows:— 

Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the Meat Industry Encouragement 
Act 1924. 

Commencement. 2. This Act shall commence on a date to be fixed by Proclamation. 

Definitions. 3.—(1.) In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears— 
" t h e Council" means the Australian Meat Council appointed 

under this A c t ; 
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" B o a r d " means a State Meat Advisory Board established by 
virtue of any State A c t ; 

"cattle" includes any bull, cow, ox, heifer, steer and calf; 
and 
" s h e e p " includes any ram, ewe, wether and hogget, bu t does not 

include lamb, except in paragraph (d) of section nine. 

(2.) References in this Act to the appointment of members of 
the Council shall, in the case of members of the Council representing 
meat producers and meat works, be construed as references to the 
choice and nomination of those members in pursuance of a law of a 
State. 

Establishment 
of Australian 
Meat Council. 

4.—(1.) There shall be an Australian Meat Council. 

(2.) Subject to this Act, the Council shall consist of the following:— 
(a) One representative of the Commonwealth; 
(b) One representative of each State the Parl iament of which 

has passed legislation providing for the encouragement and 
improvement of the Meat Industry and for representation 
on the Council; 

(c) Sixteen representatives of the meat producers ; and 
(d) Seven representatives of the meat works established in Aus
tralia. 

(3.) The representative of the Commonwealth shall be an officer 
of the Commonwealth appointed by the Governor-General. 

(4.) The representative of a State shall be an officer of the State 
appointed by the Governor in Council. 

(5.) The representatives of the meat producers shall be the persons 
who are chosen and nominated by the respective Boards in pursuance 
of laws of the States, or, in case of the Northern Territory, by the 
Governor-General in pursuance of an Ordinance, and the number of 
representatives and the interests which they represent shall be as 
follows:— 

(a) In the case of each of the States of New South Wales and 
Victoria—three representatives, representing respectively 
the cattle interests, the sheep interests, and the lamb 
interests ; 

(b) In the case of the State of Queensland—three representatives, 
two of whom shall represent the cattle interests, and one 
the sheep and lamb interests ; 

(c) In the case of each of the other States—two representatives, 
one of whom shall represent the cattle interests, and the 

other the sheep and lamb interests; and 
(d) In the case of the Northern Territory—one representative 

representing the cattle, sheep, and lamb interests. 
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(6.) The representatives of the meat works shall be the persons 
who are chosen and nominated by the respective Boards in pur
suance of laws of the States, or, in the case of the Northern Territory, 
by the Governor-General in pursuance of an Ordinance, and shall 
consist of one representative of the meat works in each State and one 
representative of the meat works in the Northern Territory. 

(7.) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, 
the meat producers and meat works in any State or in the Northern 
Territory shall not be entitled to representation on the Council until 
there is in force in tha t State or Territory, as the case m a y be, a law 
providing for the encouragement and improvement of the Meat 
Industry and for the representation of the meat producers and meat 
works on the Council, and for the making and levying of assessments 
on owners of cattle and owners of sheep. 

Tenure of 
membership of 
Council and 
vacancies. 

5.—(1.) The members of the Council who are appointed by the 
Governor-General shall hold office during the pleasure of the Governor-
General. 

(2.) The member of the Council who is appointed by the Governor 
in Council of a State shall hold office during the pleasure of the 
Governor in Council of tha t State. 

(3.) The members of the Council who are appointed by a Board 
shall hold office for the period for which they are so appointed. 

(4.) If any vacancy happens in the membership of the Council, 
the authority by which the person who has ceased to be a member of 
the Council was appointed may appoint a person to fill the vacancy. 

Fees and 
travelling 
allowances of 
members of 
Council. 

6. The members of the Council shall be entitled to receive such 
fees, and such allowances to cover cost of travelling, as are prescribed. 

Quorum of 
Council. 

7. Ten members of the Council shall form a quorum. 

Election of 
Chairman and 
voting at 
meetings. 

8.—(1.) At the first meeting of the Council in each year, the 
members present shall elect one of their number to be the Chairman 
of the Council until the first meeting of the Council in the next year, 
and one of their number to be Deputy Chairman of the Council for 
the same period. 

(2.) At all meetings of the Council each of the members present, 
other than the members representing the Commonwealth and the 
States, shall have one vote. 

(3.) In the event of an equality of votes the Chairman or, in the 
event of his absence, the Deputy Chairman, shall have a casting vote. 

Powers of 
Council. 

9 (1.) Subject to this Act, the Council shall have power— 
(a) to appoint officers for such period as it thinks necessary, and 

confer on those officers any powers necessary for enabling 
the Council to exercise the powers conferred on it by this 
A c t ; 
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(b) to make recommendations to the Minister in relation to the 
administration of any Act relating to the export and inter

state trade in meat and the products of meat, including 
the grading, standard of quality and conditions generally; 

(c) to advise the Minister or a Board in relation to any matter 
referred to it by the Minister or a Board, as the case may 

b e ; 
(d) to determine and declare the rates at which assessments on 

owners of cattle and owners of sheep may be made and 
levied under the authority of laws of the States, or of the 
Northern Territory, and to demand in the prescribed 
manner, and receive, from the Boards or other authorities 
making or levying assessments the whole, or such part 
as the Council specifies, of the sums received from the 
making or levying of those assessments; 

(e) to advise the Minister as to any matters or measures calcu
lated to encourage or improve the Meat Industry; 

(f) to arrange for the expenditure, either by the Council or through 
Boards or other authorities, of any moneys received by 
the Council, whether by way or in consequence of the 
making and levying of assessments under a State Act, or 
otherwise, for the encouragement or improvement of the 
Meat Indus t ry ; 

(g) to appoint an Executive Committee consisting of the Chair
man of the Council and six members to be elected annually 

by the Council, and to confer on t ha t Committee such of 
the powers of the Council as the Council thinks fit; and 

(h) to do such other things for the encouragement or improvement 
of the Meat Industry as are prescribed: 

Provided t h a t action taken under paragraph (b) or (d) of this 
sub-section shall not apply to any State in which there is not a law 
in force of the nature specified in sub-section (7.) of section four of 
this Act. 

(2.) Officers who are appointed by the Council shall not be subject 
to the Commonwealth Public Service Act 1922, bu t shall be engaged for 
such periods, and be subject to such conditions, as are prescribed. 

Audit of 
Accounts. 

10.—(1.) The books and accounts of the Council shall be subject 
to inspection and audit by the Auditor-General. 

(2.) A report of each audit shall be made to the Minister of 
State for Trade and Customs, who shall cause a copy of the report to 
be laid on the table of each House of the Parliament. 

Regulations. 1 1 . The Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent 
with this Act, prescribing all matters which by this Act are required 
or permitted to be prescribed, or which are necessary or convenient 
to be prescribed, for giving effect to this Act. 
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