-NEW GUINEA TIMBER RIGHTS
COMMISSION,

No. 1 of 1349.

An Act to factlitate the Proceedings of the Royal
Commissioner appointed to hold an Inquiry
with respect to certain malters in relation
to Timber Rights in the Territory of
Papua-New Guinea.

[Assented to 2nd March, 1949,]

HEREAS the{lovernor-General, on the cleventh day of January,

One thousand nins hundred and forty-nine, by Letters Patent

in the name of the King, appointed the Honourable George Coutts

Iigertwood, a Justice of tha Suprems Court of Scuth Australia, to

make inguiry inte and report upen the Mbllowing matters, heing

matters relsting to the sdivnistration of the Minister of State for
External Territories of the Commeonwestth of Australia ;—

(i) What were the real.transactions involved between Raymond
Farer, Hameouwrt Garden, Fdward Farrell and Jobo Smith
{zarden or any of them snd Hancock & (lare Limited or
any of it= directors, employees or legal representatives in
relation o timber rights in the Territory now Loown as
Pupua-New Guinaa ;
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{ii] Whethar the Honourable Edward John Ward, Minister of
Btate for External Tervitories, waa party to any of the
fran=actions abovo-mentioned ; .

fiii} Whether the Minister atgned, or anthorized Joho Bmith arden
to sigm, ahy notification thet tho graat to Baymond Parex
of any timber licenea in the Bulole Vallsy had been, or
would be, approved by the Minister;

{iv) Whether the Minigter—

fa) was promised any finnncial benefit in relation te
any of the transactions abovementioned ;

(4] recetved, either directly or indirectly, any financial
benefit in relation to sny of the iransactions
shove-mentioned ; and

{v) Whether the Minister—

{&) is or was fnancially interssted, either directly or
indirectly, in Sydney Fincombe Pty. Limited ;

{#) has recaived, either directly or iodirectly, any
Gnancis]l bencht from thet company :

Awy wAEREAS it hes been contended that the Commissiconar has
B0 power to compel answars to guestions ar to order the production
of documents

BE it therefore enacted by ths King's Mast Excellent Msjesty, the
Senate, and the House of Reprasentatives of the Commonweslth of
Australia, a3 follows .—

Ehart WES. 1. This Act may he cited a3 the New Guines Timber Rights
Commission A 1945,

Com Bk, 2. This Act shall come into operation on the day on which it
receives the Kayal Assent.

Buweny, &, of 3. The Commissioner appoiited by the Governsr-(General on the

Damcimion®-  claventh day of Janusry, OUne thoussnd oine hundred aand forty-
ning, iy Lettera Patent in the name of the King, to make inquiry into
and report upon certaln mattota specified in thoe Letters Patent and
sot out in the preamble to this Act (baing matters relating to the
administration of the Minister of Btate for External Territaries of the
Commonweslth of Australis) shall have all the powers, riphts and
privileges which are specified in the Royel Commussions 4o 19021933
as appertaining to & Royal Commission snd the provisions contained
in that Act sball have efisct as if they ware enacted in this Act and
in terms meade applicabls to the Commnissioper zo appointed.

Falkiathon, 4. All scta dome or pwrporting to heave been dome, and all
proceedings taken or purperting to bave been taken, in pursuance of
tha Latters Pateot referred to in the last preceding section, or in
pursuance of the Royol Commiszions At 1902-1933 in relation to the
inquiry directed hy those Letters Patent, shall, by forea of this section,
be deemed to have been lawfully done or takeo.
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