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COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYEES
COMPENSATION.

No. 98 of 1959.

An Act to amend the Commonwealth Employees’
Compensation Act 1930-1956.

[Assented to 4th December, 1959.]

E it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, the
Senate, and the House of Reprosentatives of the
Commonwealthk of Aunstralia, as follows —

1.—{1.} This Act may be cited as the Comsnonwealth Em-
ployees” Compensation Acf 1939,

(2.) The Commomvealth Employees’ Compensation Act 1930-
1956* 15 in this At oeferred to as the Prncipal Acl.

(3.) The Principal Act, a5 amended by this Act, may b cited
as the Commonwealth Empioyess’ Compensalion Arcf 1930-1959,

2. This Act shall come into operation on the day on which
it receives the Royal Assent

3. —{1) Section eleven of the Principal Act is amended—

{a) by omitling sub-section {1.} and inserting in its siead
the following sub-section —

“{1.) Where compessation is payable by the
Commonwealth under thiz Act in respect of an injury
sustained by an emplovee, or where compensation
would be 3¢ payable but for the fact that the employec
is not incapacitated for work or but for the operation
of clause {1i) of sub-paragraph (&) of paragraph (1A.)
of the First Schedule to this Act—

{e7 the Commonwealth shall be liable to pay a
surn ascertzined in accordance with the
next succeeding sub-section in respect of
the cost of such medical treatment in
relation 1o the injury as js, in the opinion
of the Commissioner, reasonably ncces-
sary; and

* Act Mo 24, 1030, a3 amended by Mo, B, 1844; Wo, &1, 13448 Ne 50, i%8; Mo, 27, 1951;
No. 15, 195, wnd Mo %3, 1956,
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{t} the Commonwealth shall, subject to sub-
section (2a.) of this seclion, be Lable to
pay a sum equal to the amount of the
expenditure incurred by the employes in
travelling 1o a place for the purpose of
teceiving any such medical {reatment or to
his place of residence after reeciving any
such medical treatment—

{iy by ambulance; or
{i1) otherwise than by ambulance be-
tween places that are not less
than ffteen mites apart by the
nearest practicable rouie,
or in remaining, for the purpose of
receiving any such medical (reatment, at
a place to which he has so travelled lor
that purpose, being a place that is not
lesz than fiftcen mules by the nearest
practicable route from the place from
which he has so travelled.”;

(i} by omitting from sub-scction (2.) the words *, but shall
nat exceed Two hundred pounds unless the Com-
missioner considars that the exceptiomnal ciccumstances
of any case wurranl special approval of an amount
in exeess of tou sum 7 and

() by inserting after sub-section (2.} the following sub-
gections -—

“{24.) Where an emplovee has incurred cxpendi-
ture in relation to which paragraph (4} of sub-section
{1.) of this section applies and the Commissioner is
of opinion, having regard to all the circumstances,
including—

() the means available for the conveyance of
the employee;

() the places at which appropriate medical
treatment was available for the treatment
of the employee; and

{r) the accommadation that was available to the
employes,

that 1l was not reasonably necessary for the employee
1¢ incur any such expenditure or that the expenditure
incurred exceeded the expenditure that was reasonably
pecessary, the liability of the Commonwealth under
that paragraph shafl be a liability (10 pay a sum equal
to the amount of the expenditure, iff any, that, in the
opimon of the Commissioner, was reasonably
Necessary.
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“{Ir} Except where the Commisaioner, by reason
of exceptionul circumsiances, otherwise direets, there
shall nat be payahle under this section, in respect of
an injury, a sum exceeding, ot sums exceeding in the
aggregate, Three hundred and fifty pounds.™.

(2) The amendments of the Principal Act effected by the
last preceding sub-section do not apply in relation to cxpenditure
referred to in paragraph {5} of sub-section (1.) of section eleven
of the Principal Act a5 amended by this Act that was incurred
before the commencement of this At

4, Section thirtcen of the Principal Act is amended—

fa) by omitting from sub-section 1) the words * Tweo
thousand three hundred and filty pounds ™ and
inzerting in their stead the words * Three thousand
pounds 7 and

(£} by omitting sub-section (4.).

5.—{1.) Section sixteen of the Principal Act s amended by
adding at the end thereof the following suh-section:—

“(4) In the application of this section, in accordance with
gection ten, and sub-section (2.} of scction lour, of this Act, in
relation to a claim in respect of an employee who is sulffering
from a disease or whose death has been caused by o disease—

{a} notice of the acciden shall he deemed to have been
served in accordance with the provisions of sub-
section (1.) of Lhis section if notice of the contracting
of the disease was served on the Commis loner—

{i) in the case of & claim arising out of the death
af the employee cavsed by the disease—as
soon as practicable after his death; orv

{ii} in any other case—ays soon as practicable after
the emplovyee first became aware that he was
suffering from the disease or, if he died
without having become so aware, as soon
as practicable after his death;

{(# a claim for compensation shall be deemed 10 have begn
made within the pertod required by sub-section {1.)
of this section if the claim was made—

(1) in the case of a claim arising out of the death
of the cmployce caused by the disease—
within six months after advice of the death
was received by the claimant; ar
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No. 98.  Comumomwealth Emplovees’ Compensation. 1939,

(1) in any other case—within six months after the
employee first became aware that he was
suffering from the disease or, if he died
without having hecome so aware, within
six months after his death;

{¢) a notice shall, for the purposes of sub-section (2.} of
this section, be deemed to contain the date at which
the accident happened if it specilies the date at which,
or period during which, the employee contracted the
disease; and

{1 a notice shall be deemed to have been duly served in
accordunce with the last preceding sub-section i(—

(i) it was sent in the manoner specified in that sub-
section to the Permanent Head or Chief
Ofticer of the Department or authority by
which the employee was employed in em-
ployment to the nature of which the disease
was due or, if he was so cmployed in more
than one Depariment or authority, to the
Permanent Head or Chief Officer of the
Department or authorily by which he was

last so employed;
fiiy it was delivered at the head office of the
Department or authorily by which he was

so cmployed or Iast so emploved, as the
case requires; ar

{(1ii) it was served in any other prescribed manner.™.

{2} The application of section sixteen of the Principal Act
as amended by this Act extends in relation to a clamm (including
a claim in respect of death) arsing out of a disease contracted
helore the commencement of this Act, except that—

{a) if notice of thc accident was not or is not served within
the time allowed by that section, the netice shall
nevertheless be deemed to have been so served 0F it
13 served as soon as praciicable after the commence-
ment of this Act; and

(M if a claim for compensation was not or is not made
wiihin the time allowed by that section, the claim
shall nevertheless be deerped to have been so made
if it is made within six months after the commence-
ment of this Act.

6, Scction eighteen of the Principal Act is amended by
omitting sub-saction {2.).
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7. Section nincteen of the Principal Act is amended— Medtal
() by omilting sub-section (1.} and inserting in its stead
the following sub-section:—

“ {1.) Where notice has been given of an injury to
an cmployee, or an employee has made a claim for
compensation under this Act for an Injury or is
receiving weekly payments under this Act, the
emplayee shall, if so reguired by the Commissioner,
submit himsell for examination by a duly qualified
mocdical practitioner designuled by the Commissiener,
a medical referee ¢r a medical board consisting of
two or maore medical referess, and, if he refuses to
submit himself to cxamination accordingly or in
any way obstructs the examination, his right to
compensation, and his right to take or continue any
proceeding under this Act in relation to compensa-
tion, ate suspended until the examioation has taken
place.”; and

{0) by adding at the end thereof the following sub-section:—
" (6.} Where a person’s right to compensation is
suspended under sub-section (1) of this section,
compensation is not payable in respect of the period

of the suspension.”.

8. Section twenty of the Principal Act is amended— Appealn,

{a) by omitting the words *, within thirty duys of the date
of the determination or the taking of the aciion or
within such extended time as the Court upon appli-
cation in that behalf allows, ™) and

{f) by adding at the cod thereof the following sub-sections —

*(2.) Where the Commissioner or a delegate of
the Commussioner has cansed notice of a determmimation
made, or of any action taken, by him under this Act
to be served on a person affected by the determination
or action, an appeal under the last preceding sub-
section shall not be instiluted by that person except
within a peried of thirty days from the date of service
of the notice ar within such further time as the Couwrt
atlows.

“{3) A notice for the purposes of the last
preceding sub-section may be served on a person by
post at the address of the person last known to the
Commissioner, or the delegate of the Commissicner,
as the case may be.”,

F5i194/59.—14
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Eirar Sehodule. 9.—(1.) The First Schedule to the Principal Act is amended—
(@) by omitting from clause (i) of sub-paragraph {#) of
paragraph (1.} the words “ Two thousand thres
huendred and Afty pounds ™ and inserting in their
siead the words ** Three thousand pounds ™;

(6) by omiuing from clause (ii) of sub-paragraph {a) of
paragraph (1.} the words  injury to the dependants ™
and inserting in their sterd the words * loss 1o the
dependants resulting from the cessation of the
earnings of the employes ™,

(c} by omitting from sub-paragraph {#) of puragraph {1.) the
words © Eight pounds fiftcen shillings ™ and inserting
in their stead the words ** Ten pounds ™,

(d) by omitting from clause (i) of sub-paragraph (5) of
paragraph {l.} the words * Two pounds tive shillings ™
and inserting in their stead the words © Two pounds
ten shillings ™;

{e) by omitting from clause (i) of sub-parapraph {#) of
paragraph {1.} the words ** One pound  and inscrting
i their stead the words * One pound two shillings
and sixpence ";

{1 by omitting from clause (i} of sub-parapraph {) af
paragraph {1} the words * Eight pounds fificen
shillings " and inserting in their stead the words
“Ten pounds™;

(¢) by omitting from clause (i) of sub-paragraph {a) of
paragraph (1a.) the words * paragraph (104) or™;

(%) by omitting lrom clause (i) of sub-paragraph (&) of
paragraph {la.} the words * 5Six pounds ten shillings "
and ** Eiglht pounds fifteen shillings ™ and inserling
in their stead the words * Seven pounds live shillings
and “ Ten pounds ™, respectively;

() by omitling paragraph (4.);

{i) by inserting in paragraph (10}, after the word “ Com-
missioner 7, the words © of his own mation or ™,

(&) by omitting paragraph (104.);

fhH by onutting from paragraph (11.) the words “ Except as

provided in the last preceding paragraph, where™
and inserting in their stead the word * Where ™, and

{rf) by omitting paragraph {14},

f2.} The amendments of the Principal Act effected by para-
graphs (p) and (k) of the last preceding sub-section do not apply
to or in relation o an employes whose relirement on the grounds
of invalidity took place before the commencement of this Act.
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10, The Third Schedule to the Prncipal Act is repealed and Thied Seredute.
the lollowing Schedule inserted in its stead:—

THE THIED SCHEDULE, Sestic 12,

COMPENSATION FOR SPECIFIED INJURIES.

Tarure of by, Amount Payable
£ x4
Loss of boih eyes L. - 300000 0O
Leass of anoonly goweful epe, lI:c u:htr h-:mg hlmd ar ahs:nl . Sy 0 0O
Locs afl one eye, with secious Jimoution of the sight of che athes . . 225 4O D
Lass of one eye .. .. .- .. .- - 1,200 0 0
Lazs of hearing . . ‘. .. .. . 2100 0D
Camp.ele dealness u:lF DRE BAT . .. .. .. G0 0
Lass o Both hands .. .. .. .. % 0 o
Lass of right arim of greater |:-a11't ol ru:ht arm .. .. . 2000 O
Loss of ledt arm ot griater part of 1657 2rm 2060 0 O
Loazs of bvwer parcal eiels arm, cight kand or five ﬁngug al'ngh: h..111d 21 0O 0
Lacs of lower parn of left arm. wit band or fve Angers of lefl haad LEW O 1
Loss ol reeht thumtbs .. . . . e S0 O O
Lems of leet thumb . o .. .. .. .. 10 00
Loss of right foreliager . . m . .. GO0 O O
Lass oof lefL Torefinger .. .. .. .. . 3 0 O
Locs of righa middle fimger -, .. .. .. .. a8 4 0
Loss of 1eftl middlz finger - - . .. .. 450 0 0
Lot of right ring fingear .. .. .. .. - 4 0o 10
Loss ol el ring Gnger .. .. .. .- .. o0 ¢ 4
Loss ol ek hikle finger - .. .- .. .. EL T ]
Lass ol Iefd Litale finpes . .. .. . MO o0
Lo of 1olal movement of _]l:I-II'I1. of rurhl. thumb - . .- .. 41 0
Frss ool inal mgeement ol joun of lef) thomk L. Y . g o 0
Loce of dis1ol phalanx ar joint of cight thurmbe . .. . 450 0 0
Loss of duaal phalanx ot jont af et tlhumk . H0 0 0o
Losis of portion of werminal segment of mgle thymb |n\--|;|]\']ng arne-
third of s flexor surface withoul loss of distal phalanx or jeimt a2y 0 0
Loss of partien af tarminal scereni of ki thomb involvicg one-
third of i flexor curface without lecs ol distal phalanx or joind X0 0 0
Loss of two phualinges or joints of night Tocefinper .. e ad O 0
Lovs of {we phialanges or jonis af 1efo forghager .. I 0 o
Lass of 1two phalanges of joints of right middle or ring ﬁngur .. M 0 ¢
Loss of two phalanges or jaints af it meddle or ring finger .. LU L)
Losg of 1we phalanges ar joine of right e finger .. .- g 0o
Losa af two phalanges or joints of left lirtie finger .. . by O ]
Lass of distal phalanx or joint of righl forshinger .. . D Q0 0
Laps ool dintal phalana or joimd of left Torefin ger R 200
Lass ol distal phelana or join of nther fimger of right ha,nd . 20 QO
Loss of disla] phalana or joint of other finger of left hand . 26 0 O
Losg af hand and fon .. .. .. . . I O
Loss of both feet . o . .. .. . o N
Lass of I=g ahove knee .- . o . . 2230 0 0
Losa of leg below knes .. .. . R 1498 0 0
Lass of foot o . o .. .- 1A D 0§
Lass of gredl e - .- . o . . 0 9 0
Lo of any ather toe . - .- MO 0O D
Lass of twe philanges or jmnts of any -u1l:|:t tuc . . 1% o0
Loss of phalank oF joint of greatoe .. o .- .- W 00
Lo of phalank or joint of any other Loe .. e R IR0 O 0
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11.—(1.) Where, immediaicly before the date of commence-
ment of this Act, 4 person was receiving weekly payments under
the Commonwealth Workmenr's Compensation Act 1912 or was
receiving, or was entitled to receive, weekly payments in
accordance with the First Schedule to the Principal Act, he is,
from and imcluding that date, entitled to receive weekly payments
in accordance with the Principal Act as amended by this Act.

{2.) Where, befare the date of commencement of this Act, an
employee sustained an injury or contracled a disease in respect
of which weekly payments in accordance with the First Schedule
to the Principal Act would have been payable immediately before
that date but for the fact that he was not then incapacitated
for work, and on or after that date he hecomes incapacitated
for work as a result of the injury or disease, weekly payments
in respect of that incapacity shall be in accordince with the
Principal Act as amended by this Act.

(3.) Where, on or after the date of commencement of this
Act, death results from an injury or « disease which was sustained
or contracted before that date and in respect of which com-
pensation was payable under the Principal Act, compensation
shall be paid in respect of that death in accordance with the
Principal Act as amended by this Act.

{4) Where, immediatcly before the date of commencement of
this Act, an employee was receiving, or was cntitled to receive,
weekly payments in accordance with the First Schedule o the
Principal Act in respect of an injury or injuries sustained or a
disease contracted before that date, the provisions of section
thirteen of the Principal Act as amended by this Act apply in
relation to the injury, injuries or disease.

(3.} Where, before the date of commencement of this Act, an
employee suffered an accident or contracted a disease—

{#} which, on or after that dale, resuits in an injury specified
in the Third Schedule 1o the Principal Act as amended
by this Act: and

{(#) in respect of which compensation would have been
pavable under section twelve of the Principal Act if
the injury had resulted heforc that date,

the amount of compensation payable in respect of the injury is,
subjcel to section twelve of the Principal Act as amended by this
Act, the amount specified in the second column of the Third
Schedule to the Pancipal Act as amended by this Act opposite
the reference to the injury in the first columnn,
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