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Post and Telegraph Act 1973

No. 108 of 1973

AN ACT

To amend the Post and Telegraph Acr 1901-1971.

[Assented to 29 September [973]

BE IT ENACTED by the Quecn, the Scnate, and the House of
Representatives of Auctralia, as follows.—

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Post and Telegraph Act 1973,

as the Principal Act.

(3) The Principal Act, as amended by this Act, may be cited as the
Posr and Telegraph Act 1901-1973.

2. This Aci shall come into cperation on I October 1973

3. Section 9 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting after the
words “ a justice of the peace ™ the words “ or a postmaster ™.

# Act No. 12, 1901, as amended by No. 25, 190%; Mos. 24 and 28, 1910: Mo, 10, (212, Neo. 23, 1913; No. 14,
1916; Ne. 17, 19231 No. 45, 1934, No. 77, 19-‘;6‘; No. 35, 1949; Na, R0, £950; No. 55, 1960; No. 64, t961; No. 148,
1965; No. 7, 1966; Moz, 32, 33 and 120, 1968; No. 63, 1970; and No. 70, 1971,
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4, Section 13 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting before the
words ** the landing shipping or conveying ™ the words * the conveyance
of mails or 7.

5. Section 14 of the Principal Act is amended by adding at the end

thereof the following subesection.—

“(2) For the purposes of sub-section (1), Papva New Gaines shall be
ireated a5 a fareign country.”.

6. After section 20 of the Principal Act, the following scelion s jn-
serted . —

“ 210 (1) The Postmaster-General may make an arrangement with a
person under which the postage payable in respect of postal articles to
which the arrangement applies posted by that persomn is to be paid by that
person after the articles have been posted.

“{2) Subject to sections &, 6a and 65 of the Post and Telegraph Rates
Aer 1902-1973, the Postmaster-General may make an arrangement with
a person under which the postage payable in respect of postal articles to
which the arrangement applies posted by another person is to be paid by
the first-mentioned person after the arlicles have been posted.

* {3) Postal articles to whick an arvangement under this section applics
may be transmiited and delivered before the postage has been paid.”.

7. Scction 22 of the Principal Act is amended by adding at the end
thereof the following sub-section—

*(3) For the purposes of this section, where a postal asticle to which
an arrangement under section 20 applies is re-addressed, the postage
payable in respect of the article before it was re-addressed shall be deemed
to have been prepaid.™.

8. Sectton 23 of the Principal Act is amended by adding at the end
thereof  the follewing sub-section:--

" {2y For the purposes of this section, postage payable in respect of
postal articles to which an arrangement under section 21 applies shall be
deemed 16 be fully prepaid.”.

9. Section 29 of the Principal Act is amended. -
{a) by omitting from paragrapb (a) of sub-seciion (24} the word
“and 7
(b) by inserting afier paragraph (b) of sub-section (24) the (ollowing
word and paragraph:—
“rand
(ba} application for its registration was made before
1 October 1973;7;

{c) by adding at the end of sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (c) of
sub-section (2A) the word “ or™;
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{d) by omitting from ﬂ'i.ﬁb-p;'u'uvm‘ph (i} of paragraph (d) of sub-

)
()

(g)

{h)

seetion (2a) the word ™ m; ail Goourting);
by amitting paragrant: (o) of sul waolion (244

by eanitirng from Sllb--sr..‘l)th‘_m (Zany ail the words r‘rt“s the word
“motorists 7 oand substituting the words Yo alion or an
orggaitiation of cmployers 7 '

by inserting after sub-section (
C{Zama) A opoblication relroesd foin g mb-
sovtion (240 shail oot be regi 1in the 13 Barm

fm the regrstration of Calegory A nowsy
{u} the pubileanon s, and at all
2 Angusi 1973 s b S, prin

o hc,m and ino ]mlmg
and mublished Boa

Country arce witiin the meaning of that maragraph: or

{h o substactial progoction of the coples of ench nwmber of
the wsublicarion are postad by the propeietor, printer or
publisher of the publication to bora fide svbseribery i a
couniry aren within the mesning of that paragraph.

{2awn) Where

fo) & pubbeation of w kind referred to to paragraph {2} of
sub-section (“’A) of scetion 29 of the Post und Telegraph
Acr 189G1- l":’f“

(bi & pebbeation lr‘-.,‘i?, hy virtue of sub-seciion (2asa), s not
to be registered as o Category A newsnaper,

wus, bnmediately betore the commencement of this soli-gection,

registersd as o Calegory A newspaper, 18 registration is not

affected by the omission of that paragraph by the Post ond

Telegraph Acr 1973 or affected by the provisions of sub-section

{2ABAY bus?, dF T is stil a0 repistered immediately before 1 March

1974, its registration shall, on that date, be transferred to the m1t

of the register kept for the registration of Category B newspapers.”

by mserting ufter sub-section (24¢) the following sub-sections:—

“{Zacay A pablication shall not be registered i the part of the
register kept for the registration of Category B newspapers if—

(s} being a2 publeation other than a publication to which

paragraph (¢} of sub-section {24} apphes it is published
i more than three numbers per week: or
{bj it is published by an organization of employers ar an
Ofgzmimiion of persons engaged in, or connected with, a
rofession or professions,

* (EA(_‘B).VV}‘F_@]"G a publication to which sub-section (2AcA}
applies was, inmnediztely before the commencement of this sub-
section, registered as a Category B newspaper, ifs regisiration is
not affected by the provisions of that sub-section but, if # s still
$0 registered immediately before T March 1974, its registration
shall, on that date, be transferred to the part of the register kept
for the regisiration of Category C newspapers.”
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i) by omitting frosm sebesection (2p) the words . of his own instio
or pon application heatng wade under either of the next two
suceeeding spb-scoiions,”; wad

() by omitting sub-scctions (20 and (ZCA).

18, Section 50 of the Principal Act is amended by adding at the ead
thereod the folbewing sub-section: —

'8

Ft2) For B rorposcy of this section, postage payahle in respeet of
postal arnisles o which an arrierentent undzr section 21 anviies shal Le
deericd 10 ho fully prosaid.”.

1L Sectien 55 of the Principal Act is repealed.

£2. Seetion 130 of the Princpal Act is amended by omitting paragraph
(27 and substituting the follawing paragraph - -
*(a) wiltully and without lawful excuse destroys, damages or removes
a igtegraph;™,

12, After scetion 1534 of the Principal Act the following section is
fnserted :—

* 153p. Where, as the result of infermation supplied by @ person, the
Postmaszicr-Gancral learns the ideniily of a person who has wilfully
damaged or defaced property that is usder the consrod of the Postimaster-
General, the Postmasier-General may pay to the person who sepplied the
information, by way of reward. a sum net exceeding One hundred dollars.™.

14. Sectron 155 of the Principal Act s amcoded by adding after the

words © the State ™ the words ™ or Territory V.

+

15, The Poincipal Act s amended us set out in the Schedule,
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SCHEDULE Section 15
PART I—AMENDMENTS BELATING TO METRIC CONVERSION

Provision &mendment
Section §0 .. Co | Omit ¥ twelve fzet 7, substitade ¥ 3.7 metres T
Section §3 .. Co | Omit v sixteen fest ) substinute 4.9 meires '
Section §3% . .. | @) Omit ** sizicen feet 7, substitute ™ 4.9 meires ™,

{b} Omit © (welvs feet 7 (whersver ocsurring}, subsritute ©“ 3.7 metres ™,
fe) Omit ** cigh feet ™, subststute = 2.4 metres ™.

Section 87 (1) .. | Crmit *f pwoengy feed L sabseitute U6 mezres T
Section 88 (1) and €3y .. | Omit * ten feet ™, subsp * 3 maetTes V.

Section 98 (33 (a) Lo ] Omit osixleen sunees T, <ubstitate 300 crams T
Section 143 (1) s f (@) Omit * 1en wards 7L sehatituie © ¥ melres T

{b)y Omit * six feet &, subsfitote '* 2 mewss 7.
{c) Omit ** three fect 7, substitute = 0.9 metres 7,

PART II-FORMAL AMENDIMENTS

1. The following provisions of the Principal Aot are amended by omitting any number
expressed in words that is used, whether with or without the addition of a leter or letters, to
identify a section of that Act or of anather Act and substiluting thak nomber expressed in
fBguares:—

Sections 81a, 91, 964 (1) and (2}, 968 (I}, 96 (13 {d; and 960 {Z) {d).

2. The following provisions of the Principal Act are mimendad by omitiing the words * of
this Act ™ and “ of this section " (wherever occurring):
Sections 81 (1), 96c (3) (2) and Jce (2) (d).

3, 'Fhe Principal Act i further amended as set o in the following table:—

Provisiop Amepdment
Section 2 .. .. | Omit “ the Fest Schedule 1o this Act 7, substitufe ' Schedule 1,
Section9 Omit “ the Second Schedule to thiz Act =, substitute ™ Schedule 2.

Section 29 (2ac) (¢} .. | Omit ** the thirty-Hrst dav of Decenber, Coe thoussad nine hundred
and seventy-pns & stitute - 3 December 19717,

Seqtion 19 . o Omit ke I'] edaie to this Act ©, substinste ™ Scheduie 2 7.
Section 48 .. o | Omidt T fort raf this A . sbstirute = 4

Section 49 .. .. 1 Omit * the Scecord Schaduic 1o thiz Act 7, substinute = Schedule 2 7.

Section 50 .. co | St T ferty-sin of this Acq ", substitute ™ 4077,

Section 74 (2) .. Co ] Oamdt w Territoey of the Commonwealth not torming part of the
iy Commonweslth, fecluding the Tesritoey 2f Maurg,", substitate * an

’ externul Vereilory ™.
Section 960 113 (2) L. Umnit “the lrst day of July, Doe thousand rine hundred and sixty-
=ight,”, substitule © 1 July 1568 .
First Schedube . . .. Omit * FIRSE SCHEDULE, subsfdpte "' SCHEDULE 1 7.
Secong Scheduie oo ] Umit © SECOND SCHEBDULE", substitute * SCHEDULE 27,
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