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An Act toimpose a charge by way of or in the
nature of atax in respect of theregistration of a
vehicle under the I nterstate Road Transport Act
1985

1 Short title [see Note 1]

This Act may be cited as the Interstate Road Transport Charge Act
1985.

2 Commencement [see Note 1]

(1) Sections1 and 2 shall come into operation on the day on which this
Act receives the Royal Assent.

(2) Subsection 3 (2) shall come into operation on the day on which
section 5 of the Interstate Road Transport Act 1985 comes into
operation.

(3) Theremaining provisions of this Act shall come into operation on
the day on which Part 111 of the Interstate Road Transport Act 1985
comes into operation.

3 Interstate Road Transport Act

(1) The Interstate Road Transport Act 1985 isincorporated and shall
be read as one with this Act.

(2) Section 5 of the Interstate Road Transport Act 1985 appliesin
relation to this Act in like manner asit appliesin relation to Parts 1
and |11 of that Act.

3A Definitions
In this Act;

articulated bus means a bus consisting of more than onerigid
section with passenger access between the sections and the sections
connected to one another so asto allow rotary movement between
the sections.
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Section 3A

Australian Transport Council has the meaning given by section 4
of the National Transport Commission Act 2003.

axle means one or more shafts positioned in aline across a vehicle,
on which one or more wheels intended to support the vehicle turn.

axle group means a single axle group, tandem axle group,
twinsteer axle group, tri-axle group or quad-axle group.

B-double combination means a combination consisting of a prime
mover towing 2 semi trailers.

B-double lead trailer means a semi trailer that is nominated for use
asthe lead trailer in a B-double combination.

B-triple combination means a combination consisting of a prime
mover towing 3 semi trailers.

B-triple lead trailer means a semi trailer that is nominated for use
asthe lead trailer in a B-triple combination.

B-triple middle trailer means a semi trailer that is nominated for
use as the second trailer in a B-triple combination.

bus means a motor vehicle, built mainly to carry people, that seats
more than 9 adults (including the driver).

bus (type 1) means arigid bus that has 2 axles and an MRC not
exceeding 12 tonnes.

bus (type 2) means:
(a) arigid busthat has 2 axles and an MRC exceeding 12 tonnes;
or
(b) arigid busthat has 3 or 4 axles.

compliance plate means a plate authorised to be placed on a
vehicle, or taken to have been placed on a vehicle, under the Motor
Vehicle Sandards Act 1989.

converter dolly means atrailer with afifth wheel coupling
designed to support a semi trailer for hauling purposes.

dog trailer means atrailer with:

() asingle axle group or single axle at the front that is steered
by connection to the towing vehicle by a drawbar; and
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Section 3A

(b) asingle axle group or single axle at the rear.

drawbar means a part of atrailer (other than a semi trailer) that
connects the trailer body to a coupling for towing purposes.

driver means the person driving or in control of a motor vehicle.

fifth wheel coupling means a device, other than the upper rotating
element and the kingpin (which are parts of a semi trailer), used
with a prime mover, semi trailer or a converter dolly to permit
quick coupling and uncoupling and to provide for articulation.

lead trailer, in a combination, means the trailer that is, or that isto
be, attached to the prime mover.

load carrying vehicle means a vehicle designed and constructed to
haul or carry goods and wares in addition to any fuel, water,
lubricants, tools and any other equipment or accessories necessary
for normal operation of the vehicle.

loaded mass, in relation to a vehicle, means the sum of the mass of
the vehicle and the mass of the load on the vehicle that is imposed
on the surface on which the vehicleis standing or running.

long combination truck means atruck nominated to haul 2 or
more trailers.

low loader means a gooseneck semi trailer with aloading deck no
more than one metre above the ground.

low loader dolly means a mass-distributing device that:

(a) isusualy coupled between a prime mover and low loader;
and

(b) consists of agooseneck rigid frame; and
(c) doesnot directly carry any load on itself; and

(d) isequipped with one or more axles, akingpin and afifth
wheel coupling.

medium combination truck means atruck, other than a short
combination truck, nominated to haul onetrailer.

MRC (short for Mass Rating for Charging), in relation to avehicle,
means.
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Section 3A

(a) the maximum mass of the vehicle, including any load,
recorded on the compliance plate as the Gross Vehicle Mass,
Gross Trailer Mass Rating or Aggregate Trailer Mass of the
vehicle; or

(b) inrelation to avehicle for which there is no compliance
plate—its operating mass.

multi-combination prime mover means a prime mover nominated
to haul 2 or more trailers.

nominated means nominated by the person applying for
registration.

operating mass, in relation to a vehicle, means the maximum mass
of the vehicle, including any load, as determined by the
Registration Authority having regard to the design and construction
of the vehicle or of any of its components.

pig trailer means atrailer with a single axle group or single axle
near the middle of its load-carrying surface, and connected to the
towing vehicle by adrawbar.

pole type trailer means atrailer that:
(a) isattached to atowing vehicle by means of apole or an
attachment fitted to a pole; and
(b) isordinarily used for transporting loads, such as logs, pipes,
structural members or other long objects, that are generally
capable of supporting themselves like beams between
supports.

prime mover means a motor vehicle designed to haul a semi trailer.

gquad-axle group means agroup of 4 axles, in which the horizontal
distance between the centre-lines of the outermost axlesis more
than 3.2 metres but not more than 4.9 metres.

Registration Authority means the authority that is responsible for
registering vehicles.

semi trailer means atrailer (including a pole type trailer) that has:
() asingle axle group or single axle towards the rear; and

(b) ameans of attachment to a prime mover or a converter dolly
that results in some of the load being imposed on the prime
mover, or the converter dolly, as the case may be.
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Section 3A

short combination prime mover means a prime mover nominated
to haul one semi trailer.

short combination truck means a truck nominated to haul one
trailer where, according to the nomination:

(a) the combination has 6 axles or fewer; and

(b) the maximum total massthat is legally allowable for the
combination is 42.5 tonnes or less.

single axle means an axle not forming part of an axle group.

single axle group means a group of 2 or more axles, in which the
horizontal distance between the centre-lines of the outermost axles
is less than one metre.

tandem axle group means agroup of at least 2 axles, in which the
horizontal distance between the centre-lines of the outermost axles
is at least one metre but not more than 2 metres.

trailer means avehicle that is built to be towed, or istowed, by a
motor vehicle, but does not include a motor vehicle that is being
towed.

tri-axle group means agroup of at least 3 axles, in which the
horizontal distance between the centre-lines of the outermost axles
is more than 2 metres, but not more than 3.2 metres.

truck means arigid motor vehicle that is principally constructed as
aload carrying vehicle.

truck (type 1) means atruck that has:
(a) 2 axlesand an MRC not exceeding 12 tonnes; or
(b) 3 axlesand an MRC not exceeding 16.5 tonnes; or
(c) 4 or more axlesand an MRC not exceeding 20 tonnes.

truck (type 2) means atruck that has:
() 2 axlesand an MRC exceeding 12 tonnes; or
(b) 3 axlesand an MRC exceeding 16.5 tonnes; or
(c) 4 or more axles and an MRC exceeding 20 tonnes.

twinsteer axle group means agroup of 2 axles:
(@) with singletyres; and
(b) fitted to amotor vehicle; and
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(c) connected to the same steering mechanism; and

(d) the horizontal distance between the centre-lines of whichis at
least one metre, but not more than 2 metres.

vehicleincludes atrailer.

3B Close-spaced axles

(1) For the purposes of this Act (other than the definitions of single
axle group, tandem axle group, twinsteer axle group, tri-axle
group and quad-axle group):

(a) 2 axleslessthan one metre apart are to be regarded as one
axle; and

(b) 3 axlesnot more than 2 metres apart are to be regarded as 2
axles; and

(c) 4 axles not more than 3.2 metres apart are to be regarded as 3
axles.

(2) A referenceto adistancein subsection (1) is areferenceto the
horizontal distance between the centre-lines of:

(a) inthe case of paragraph (1)(a)—the 2 axles; and
(b) in any other case—the outermost axles.

3C Determination of number of trailers

(1) For the purposes of determining the number of trailers that a prime
mover or truck is nominated to haul:
(a) aconverter dolly and a semi trailer when used together areto
be regarded as onetrailer; and
(b) alow loader dolly and alow loader when used together are to
be regarded as one trailer.

(2) To avoid doubt, nothing in this section affects a requirement that a
separate annual registration charge be paid for each converter dolly
or low loader dolly and for each semi trailer.

4 Imposition of charge

(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), acharge isimposed on the
registration of avehiclein a category mentioned in
subsection (1A).
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Section 5

(1A) For the purposes of subsection (1), achargeis payablein relation
to the registration of the following categories of vehicle:

(@) atruck (type1);

(b) atruck (type 2);

(c) ashort combination truck;

(d) amedium combination truck;

(e) along combination truck;

(f) ashort combination prime mover;
(g) amulti-combination prime mover;
(h) apigtrailer;

(i) adogtrailer;

() asemi trailer;

(k) aB-doublelead trailer;

() aB-triplelead trailer;
(m) aB-triple middle trailer;

(n) aconverter dolly;

(o) alow loader dolly;

(p) abus(type 1);

(o) abus(type 2);

(r) anarticulated bus.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to vehicles, or vehiclesincluded in a
class of vehicles, that are exempt from charge under the
regulations.

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to vehicles that have an MRC of less
than or equal to 4.5 tonnes.

5 Amount of charge

(1) Theamount of charge in respect of the registration of avehiclein a
category referred to in subsection 4(1A) is the amount applicable
under subsection (2) or (4), as the case may be.

(2) If theregistrationisfor afull year, the amount of the charge isthe
amount for vehiclesin that category in relation to the financial year
in which the registration comes into force.

Note: For the definition of financial year, see paragraph 22(1)(e) of the Acts
Interpretation Act 1901.
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Section 7

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), the amount of the charge isthe
amount worked out in accordance with regulations made for the
purposes of this section.

(4) If theregistration isfor lessthan afull year, the amount of the
charge is the amount worked out using the formula:

Period of registration

Charge for oneyear x
g y 365

where:

charge for one year means the amount that would be the charge in
respect of the registration under subsection (2).

period of registration means the number of daysin the period of
the registration.

(5) If avehiclefallswithin 2 or more categories of vehicle under
subsection 4(1A), the charge in respect of the registration of the
vehicle is the higher or highest of the charges that could apply in
respect of that registration of that vehicle.

(6) Regulations made for the purposes of this section must not take
effect earlier than the first day after the end of the period in which
the regulations may be disallowed under Part 5 of the Legislative
Instruments Act 2003.

7 Regulations

The Governor-General may make regulations for the purposes of
subsection 4(2) and section 5.
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Notes to the Interstate Road Transport Charge Act 1985

Table of Acts

Notes to the Interstate Road Transport Charge Act
1985

Note 1

The Interstate Road Transport Charge Act 1985 as shown in this compilation
comprises Act No. 131, 1985 amended asindicated in the Tables below.

The Interstate Road Transport Charge Act 1985 was amended by the Interstate
Road Transport Charge Regulations 2001 (SR 2001 No. 212). The amendments
areincorporated in this compilation.

For al relevant information pertaining to application, saving or transitional

provisions see Table A.

Table of Acts

Act Number Date Date of Application,
and year of Assent commencement saving or
transitional
provisions
Interstate Road Transport 131, 1985 22 Nov 1985 Ss. 1 and 2: Royal
Charge Act 1985 Assent
Remainder: 1 Jan
1987 (see s. 3(2),
(3) and Gazette
1986, No. S661)
Interstate Road Transport 40, 1988 3 June 1988 1 July 1988 —
Charge Amendment Act
1988
Interstate Road Transport 129, 1991 2 Sept 1991 15 Nov 1991 (see —
Charge Amendment Act Gazette 1991, No.
1991 S304)
Interstate Road Transport 51, 1995 23 June 1995 1 July 1995 —
Charge Amendment Act
1995
Interstate Road Transport 44,1998 17 June 1998 17 June 1998 —
Charge Amendment Act
1998
Interstate Road Transport 41, 2000 3 May 2000 1 July 2000 (see Sch. 1
Charge Amendment Act Gazette 2000, No.  (item 34)
2000 S303)
Interstate Road Transport 18, 2002 4 Apr 2002 4 Apr 2002 —
Charge Amendment Act
2002
Interstate Road Transport 147, 2008 11 Dec 2008 Schedule 1: Sch. 1
Charge Amendment Act 12 Feb 2009 (see (item 10)
(No. 2) 2008 F2009L00278)
Remainder: Royal
Assent
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Table of Amendments

Table of Amendments

ad. = added orinserted am.=amended rep. =repealed rs. =repealed and substituted

Provision affected How affected

Tl oo am. No. 147, 2008

SS. 3A-3C..cciiriieee e ad. No. 147, 2008

Sih am. No. 41, 2000; No. 147, 2008

S D e am. No. 40, 1988; No. 129, 1991; No. 44, 1998

rs. No. 51, 1995
am. No. 41, 2000
rs. No. 147, 2008

S.BA ad. No. 18, 2002
rep. No. 147, 2008
S B i rep. No. 129, 1991

ad. No. 51, 1995
rs. No. 18, 2002
rep. No. 147, 2008

S T am. No. 51, 1995; No. 147, 2008
Note to Schedule heading ........ am. No. 18, 2002

rep. No. 147, 2008
Schedule.........cccooveviiiiiiiiene, ad. No. 51, 1995

am. No. 41, 2000; Statutory Rules 2001, No. 212
rep. No. 147, 2008
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Table A

Table A
Application, saving or transitional provisions

Interstate Road Transport Charge Amendment Act 2000 (No. 41, 2000)

Schedule 1

34 Application of amendments

The amendments made by this Act apply to:

(a) if this Act commences on or before 1 July 2000—chargesin
respect of the registration of a motor vehicle or trailer that
comesinto force on or after 1 July 2000; or

(b) if this Act commences after 1 July 2000—chargesin respect
of the registration of a motor vehicle or trailer that comes
into force after this Act commences.

Interstate Road Transport Charge Amendment Act (No. 2) 2008
(No. 147, 2008)

Schedule 1

10 Application of amendments

(D] Despite the repeal of section 5 of the Interstate Road Transport Charge
Act 1985 made by item 6 of this Schedule, the amount of the charge
under that section, immediately before this Schedule commences,
continues to apply in relation to registrations of vehicles that come into
force after this Schedule commences until regulations made for the
purposes of section 5 of that Act, asin force immediately after this
Schedule commences, take effect.

2 Once those regulations take effect, the amendments made by this
Schedule apply in relation to registrations of vehiclesin a category
referred to in subsection 4(1A) of the Interstate Road Transport Charge
Act 1985 (as inserted by item 3 of this Schedule) that come into force
after this Schedule commences.
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