
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

STATUTORY RULES 1983 NO. 210 

I s s u e d by t h e A u t h o r i t y of t h e M i n i s t e r f o r P r i m a r y I n d u s t r y 

HONEY LEVY (AMOUNT OF LEVY) (NO. 2) REGULATIONS 

S e c t i o n 7 of t h e Honey Levy Act (No. 2) 1962 ( t h e 

Ac t ) p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l may make r e g u l a t i o n s 

f o r t h e p u r p o s e s of c a r r y i n g o u t o r g i v i n g e f f e c t t o t h e A c t . 

The Act i m p o s e s a l e v y on honey p r o d u c e d i n A u s t r a l i a 

and u sed i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n of o t h e r g o o d s . S e c t i o n 23 of t h e 

Honey I n d u s t r y Act 1962 p r o v i d e s t h a t amounts e q u a l t o t h e 

amounts r e c e i v e d from payment s of l e v i e s and c o l l e c t e d by t h e 

Commonwealth a r e to be a p p r o p r i a t e d t o t h e A u s t r a l i a n Honey 

Board t o f i n a n c e t h a t B o a r d ' s o p e r a t i o n s . 

S e c t i o n 5 of t h e Act p r o v i d e s t h a t R e g u l a t i o n s may 

v a r y t h e r a t e of l e v y from t i m e t o t i m e up t o a maximum of 

two and t w o - t e n t h s ( 2 . 2 ) c e n t s p e r k i l o g r a m and t h a t b e f o r e 

making s u c h R e g u l a t i o n t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l s h a l l t a k e i n t o 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n any r e c o m m e n d a t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e r a t e made 

by t h e Board t o t h e M i n i s t e r . 

The Honey Levy (Amount of Levy) (No. 2) R e g u l a t i o n s 

p r e s c r i b e t h e c u r r e n t o p e r a t i v e r a t e of l e v y of 1 . 8 c e n t s p e r 

k i l o g r a m . T h i s r a t e has been o p e r a t i v e s i n c e 1 December 1 9 7 8 . 
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2. 

The Honey Board has recommended that the rate of 

levy be increased by 0.4 of a cent to 2.2 cents per kilogram. 

In support of i ts recommendation the Board stated that a substantial 

deficit will be incurred in the 1983/84 financial year, due 

particularly to rising administrative costs, and the position 

would become worse in subsequent years without increased income. 

Additional finance is required for the Board to offset 

rises in administrative and operating costs in order to maintain 

the level of i t s domestic and overseas promotion expenditure 

and the other services which i t provides for the honey industry. 

The Minister supports the Board's views and the proposed 

Regulations would implement i ts recommendations. 
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