
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES ACT 1967 

DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES REGULATIONS 

S t a t u t o r y Rules 1989 N*9#7 i s s u e d by t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e 
M i n i s t e r of S t a t e for Fore ign A f f a i r s and Trade. 

S e c t i o n 15 of the Diplomat ic P r i v i l e g e s and Immunities 
Act 1967 ( the Act) p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e Governor-General may 
make r e g u l a t i o n s , not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the Act , 
p r e s c r i b i n g matters requ ired or permit ted by t h e Act t o 
be p r e s c r i b e d , or n e c e s s a r y or conven ient t o be 
p r e s c r i b e d for carry ing o u t or g i v i n g e f f e c t t o t h e A c t . 

S e c t i o n 10A of the Act p r o v i d e s t h a t t a x imposed under 
any of t h e S a l e s Tax Acts i s not payable i n r e s p e c t o f 
goods intended for t h e o f f i c i a l use of a d i p l o m a t i c 
m i s s i o n of a prescr ibed o v e r s e a s country provided t h a t 
t h e goods are purchased from a r e g i s t e r e d s a l e s t a x p a y e r . 

S e c t i o n 4 of the Act p r o v i d e s t h a t an overseas country 
may by r e g u l a t i o n be p r e s c r i b e d as a prescr ibed o v e r s e a s 
country for the purposes o f t h e Act . 

S u b - s e c t i o n 5A(1) of t h e Act p r o v i d e s t h a t an 
o r g a n i s a t i o n or a group o f o r g a n i s a t i o n s may be d e c l a r e d 
by t h e r e g u l a t i o n s t o be an i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n 
f o r t h e purposes of the A c t . The e f f e c t of such 
d e c l a r a t i o n i s t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n i s 
t r e a t e d , for the purposes of t h e Act , as a s t a t e or an 
o v e r s e a s country . 

The R e g u l a t i o n s d e c l a r e t h e European Communities t o be an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , and t o p r e s c r i b e the Uni ted 
S t a t e s of America and t h e European Communities for t h e 
purposes of S e c t i o n 10A of t h e Act , thus extending s a l e s 
t a x p r i v i l e g e s t o both m i s s i o n s in r e l a t i o n t o goods 
purchased from a r e g i s t e r e d s a l e s taxpayer for the 
o f f i c i a l use of the m i s s i o n s . 

The d e c l a r a t i o n s are deemed t o come i n t o force on 
d i f f e r e n t d a t e s . The f i r s t d e c l a r a t i o n g i v e s e f f e c t t o a 
r e c i p r o c a l arrangement w i t h t h e Government of the Uni ted 
S t a t e s of America s igned i n Canberra on 13 November 1986 
t o accord d ip lomat i c m i s s i o n s of each country s a l e s t a x 
exemptions on goods purchased for t h e o f f i c i a l use o f t h e 
m i s s i o n s a f t e r 1 Ju ly 1987. The second d e c l a r a t i o n 
e n a b l e s t h e s a l e s tax exemption for t h e European 
Communities t o have e f f e c t i n r e l a t i o n t o goods imported 
for t h e purposes of EXPO 8 8 , which was he ld in Brisbane 
from 1 January 1988 t o 31 October 1988. Foreign 
governments p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n EXPO 88 were g iven s i m i l a r 
s a l e s t a x exemptions under o t h e r r e g u l a t i o n s . 
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D e t a i l s of the Regulations are as fo l low: 

Regulation 1 i s a c i t a t i o n c l a u s e . 

Regulation 2 i s an interpretat ion c l a u s e . 

Regulation 3 provides for the European Communities t o be 
prescribed for the purposes of subsect ion 4(1) of the Act 
and declared for the purposes of s e c t i o n 5A of the Act. 

Regulation 4 provides for the United S ta te s of America t o 
be prescribed for the purposes of subsect ion 4(1) of the 
Act. 

Regulation 5 r e s t a t e s a s imi lar provis ion in e a r l i e r 
Regulations that the Commission of the European 
Communities i s t o be treated as a diplomatic mission of 
the government of a sending Sta te for the purposes of the 
Act. 

Regulation 6 prescr ibes the dates as from which the 
var ious prescr ipt ions and dec lara t ions are deemed t o come 
into force . 

Regulation 7 provides for the repeal of e a r l i e r s ta tutory 
ru le s r e l a t i n g t o p r i v i l e g e s and immunities of the 
Commission of the European Communities. 
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