
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

S t a t u t o r y Rules No. i ^ l ^ B * 

Defence Act 1903 

Defence Force Regu la t ions (Amendment) 

I s sued by t h e a u t h o r i t y of t h e M i n i s t e r f o r V e t e r a n s ' A f f a i r s 

S e c t i o n 124 of t h e Defence Act 1903 ( t h e Act) p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e 

Governor-General may make r e g u l a t i o n s , n o t i n c o n s i s t e n t w i th t h e 

Act , p r e s c r i b i n g a l l m a t t e r s which a r e by t h e Act r e q u i r e d o r 

p e r m i t t e d t o be p r e s c r i b e d , o r which a r e n e c e s s a r y o r conven ien t 

t o be p r e s c r i b e d for c a r r y i n g ou t o r g i v i n g e f f e c t t o t h e A c t . 

Under t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Arrangements Order t h e M i n i s t e r f o r 

V e t e r a n s ' A f f a i r s was a s s i g n e d paragraph 1 2 4 ( l ) ( q b a ) of t h e 

Defence Act 1903 on 5 October 1976, and r e g u l a t i o n 31 of t h e 

Defence Force Regu la t i ons i s a d m i n i s t e r e d under t h a t p a r a g r a p h . 

This r e g u l a t i o n r e p l a c e s t h e o b s o l e t e t i t l e of Secretary-General 

of t h e Anzac Agency of t h e I m p e r i a l War Graves Commission w i th 

t h e c o r r e c t t i t l e , D i r e c t o r of A u s t r a l i a n War Graves . 
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The Anzac Agency ceased t o e x i s t on 1 January 1975 when the 

Office of Aus t ra l i an War Graves was e s t ab l i shed t o assume the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for war graves previous ly performed by the An&ac 

Agency. 

De ta i l s of the r egu la t ion a re s e t out below. 

Change of T i t l e under paragraph 124(1)(qba) of the Act 

Paragraph 124(1)(qba) of the Act provides for the provis ion and 

maintenance of, and the execution of work in connection wi th , the 

graves of persons who have died while serving as members of the 

Defence Force or who died as a r e s u l t of s e rv i ce as a member of 

the Defence Force. 

Exis t ing r egu la t ion 31 provides for the es tabl i shment and 

maintenance of cemeteries for the b u r i a l , exhumation and 

re internment or o ther d i sposa l of the bodies of members of the 

Defence Force who died while on se rv ice or as a r e s u l t of 

s e r v i c e . 

The amendment to e x i s t i n g regu la t ion 31 s u b s t i t u t e s the reference 

t o "Secretary-General of the Anzac Agency of the Imperial War 

Graves Commission" with "Director of War Graves". 
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