
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
STATUTORY RULES 1989 NO,? 

ISSUED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
PRIME MINISTER 

OMBUDSMAN REGULATIONS 

S e c t i o n 38 o f t h e Ombudsman Act 1976 ( t h e A c t ) , s o f a r 
as i s r e l e v a n t , p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e Governor-General may 
make r e g u l a t i o n s , n o t i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e A c t , 
p r e s c r i b i n g a l l m a t t e r s t h a t are r e q u i r e d o r p e r m i t t e d 
by t h e Act t o be p r e s c r i b e d or are n e c e s s a r y o r 
c o n v e n i e n t t o be p r e s c r i b e d f o r c a r r y i n g o u t o r g i v i n g 
e f f e c t t o t h e A c t . 

S e c t i o n 3 of t h e A c t , s o f a r as i s r e l e v a n t , p r o v i d e s : 

( 1 ) In t h i s A c t , u n l e s s t h e c o n t r a r y i n t e n t i o n 
appears -

" p r e s c r i b e d a u t h o r i t y " means -

(a) a body corporate, or an unincorporated body, 
es tabl i shed for a public purpose by, or in 
accordance with the provisions of, an 
enactment, other than -

( i ) an incorporate company or assoc ia t ion • . . 

(b) any other body, whether incorporated or 
unincorporated, declared by the regulat ions to 
be a prescribed authority for the purposes of 
t h i s Act, being . . . 

( i i ) an incorpora ted company over which the 
Commonwealth i s in a p o s i t i o n t o exerc ise 
c o n t r o l . . . 

"p r inc ipa l o f f i c e r " means . . . 

(c) in r e l a t i o n to a prescribed authority -

( i ) i f the r egu l a t i ons dec la re an o f f i c e t o 
be a p r i n c i p a l o f f i ce in r e spec t of the 
a u t h o r i t y - the person holding, or 
performing the d u t i e s of, t h a t o f f i c e . . . 

The proposed r e g u l a t i o n s wi l l amend the Ombudsman 
Regulat ions t o provide t h a t , following the commencement 
of the OTC (Conversion in to Publ ic Company Act 1988. OTC 
Limited ( the successor body to the Overseas 
Telecommunications Commission) s h a l l be a p r e sc r ibed 
a u t h o r i t y for the purposes of the Act, and i t s Chief 
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Executive Officer w i l l be the pr inc ipa l o f f i c e r for the 
purposes of the Act. The amendments are necessary as on 
the commencement of the OTC (Conversion i n t o Publ ic 
Company) Act 1988, the Overseas Telecommunications 
Commission w i l l cease t o come wi th in the d e f i n i t i o n of a 
prescribed authori ty i n s u b - s e c t i o n 3(1) of the Act . 

D e t a i l s of the proposed r e g u l a t i o n s are as f o l l o w s : 

Regulation 1 provides t h a t the regu la t ions w i l l commence 
on the day of commencement of the OTC (Conversion i n t o 
Publ ic Company) Act 1988. 

Regulation 2 provides t h a t the OTC Limited be inc luded 
i n Schedule 2 of the Ombudsman Regulations as a 
prescribed authori ty for the purposes of the Act . 

Regulation 3 provides t h a t the Chief Executive O f f i c e r 
of the OTC Limited be s u b s t i t u t e d for the General 
Manager of the Overseas Telecommunications Commission 
(Austra l ia ) as the p r i n c i p a l o f f i c e r of the body. 
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