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Protec t ion of the Sea (Powers of In tervent ion) Act 1981 
Pro tec t ion of the Sea (Powers of In tervent ion) Regulations 

The Pro tec t ion of the Sea (Powers of In tervent ion) Act 1981 and 
regu la t ions w i l l , following proclamation, provide the l e g i s l a t i v e 
bas is for the adminis t ra t ion of A u s t r a l i a ' s ob l iga t ions under the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention Relat ing to In te rvent ion on the High Seas 
in Cases of Oil Po l lu t ion C a s u a l t i e s , 1969 and the Protocol 
Relating to In te rvent ion on the High Seas in Cases of Po l lu t ion by 
Substances other than O i l , 1983. 

The new regu la t ions make provision for the means of n o t i f i c a t i o n 
of any change in ownership or master of a ship which i s involved 
in a po l lu t ion incident in which the Minister has intervened in 
accordance with the provis ions of the Act. The new regu la t ions 
a lso empower the Minister to amend, by o rder , the l i s t of noxious 
substances in r e l a t i o n to which in te rven t ion ac t ion may be taken. 

Instruments accepting the Convention and Protocol refer red to 
above are expected to be lodged with the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Maritime 
Organisation in London in November 1983. A wait ing period of 90 
days from tha t date must e lapse before the Convention wi l l come 
in to force for A u s t r a l i a . The Pro tec t ion of the Sea (Powers of 
In tervent ion) Act 1981 wi l l be proclaimed to come in to force on 
the 90th day following Aust ra l ian acceptance of the Convention and 
Pro tocol . 
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