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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
AusLink (National Land Transport) Act 2005

Determination of National Land Transport Network

Section 5 of the AusLink (National Land Transport) Act 2005 (‘the Act’) requires the Minister to determine a National Land Transport Network.
This is the initial determination of the National Land Transport Network following the Act coming into operation in July 2005.

The principal purpose of determining the National Land Transport Network is to establish the roads and railways on which projects can be approved for funding as AusLink National Projects under Part 3 of the Act.  The determination of the National Land Transport Network is also relevant to the operation of Parts 4, 6, and 7 of the Act.
The National Land Transport Network established by the determination comprises roads and railways which provide connections of the kinds specified in subsection 5(2) of the Act and which are important for international, interstate or interregional trade and commerce or travel as required by subsection 5(3) of the Act.
The National Land Transport Network is designed to be a single integrated network of land transport linkages of strategic national importance.  It is based on national and interregional transport corridors, including connections through urban areas, and links to and within ports and airports.
The determination takes account of extensive consultation with other levels of government, transport and user industries and the community.
The AusLink Green Paper released in late 2002 set out the Government’s initial proposals for the Network.  Proposals for the inclusion of many additional corridors and links were advanced in submissions and consultations responding to the AusLink Green Paper.
The Government considered these proposals in the context of its national objectives for the network.  It also considered a range of other factors including freight volumes, passenger flows, the population and economic significance of particular centres, and the strategic trading importance of individual links and export gateways.

The outcome of the Government’s consideration of the Network was announced in the AusLink White Paper: Building our National Transport Future released in June 2004.  The determination now made substantially mirrors the National Land Transport Network published in the AusLink White Paper.
Subsection 5(4) of the Act provides that the determination is a legislative instrument for purposes of the Legislative Instruments Act 2003 but neither Section 42 nor Part 6 of that Act applies to it.
