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Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2017

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

Higher Education Support Act 2003


I, SIMON BIRMINGHAM, Minister for Education and Training, pursuant to section 238-10 of the Higher Education Support Act 2003 (“the Act”) revoke the Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2012 dated 24 September 2012 and make the attached Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2017 for the purposes of section 41-15 of the Act.

Dated 30 September 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]




SIMON BIRMINGHAM
Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham
Minister for Education and Training

	

Part 1		Preliminary

1. Name of Guidelines
These Guidelines may be cited as the Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2017.

1. Commencement
These Guidelines commence on the day after they are registered.

1. Authority
These Guidelines are made under section 238-10 of the Act for the purposes of items 7 and 11(b) of the table in subsection 41-10(1).

1. Revocation
The Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2012 dated 24 September 2012 (F2012L02010) are revoked.

1. Transitional Arrangements
The revocation of the Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2012 dated 24 September 2012 does not affect the validity of a payment or decision made under those guidelines.

A decision made under those guidelines is taken to continue to have effect as if it were made under these Guidelines.
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CHAPTER i	INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc239561899][bookmark: _Toc450212583][bookmark: _Toc450223502][bookmark: _Toc458775479][bookmark: _Toc461114546]i.i	PURPOSE
The purpose of these Guidelines is to provide for Other Grants under Part 2-3 of the Higher Education Support Act 2003. 
[bookmark: _Toc239561900][bookmark: _Toc450212584][bookmark: _Toc450223503][bookmark: _Toc458775480][bookmark: _Toc461114547]i.v	INTERPRETATION
i.v.i	Unless the contrary intention appears, the terms used within the Other Grants Guidelines (Research) 2017 have the same meaning as in the Act.
i.v.ii	The following terms are defined specifically for these Guidelines:
the Act				means the Higher Education Support Act 2003
AAH			Australian Academy of the Humanities
AAS			Australian Academy of Science
ASSA			Academy of Social Sciences in Australia Incorporated
ATSE		Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering
ACoLA			Australian Council of Learned Academies
ANZAAS		Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science
Category 1		is Australian competitive grants research income in HERDC
Category 2		is other public sector research income in HERDC
Category 3		is industry and other research income in HERDC
Category 4		is Cooperative Research Centre research income in HERDC
the department		means the Commonwealth Department of Education and Training
Funding Pool		is the total amount of funding available to the department for a given Grant Year for the RSP
Funding Pool A		is the Funding Pool amount minus Funding Pool B          
Funding Pool B		is $50,000,000 for the 2017 Grant Year, indexed in later years in accordance with paragraph 1.4.1
Grant Year		means the year in respect of which the grant is made, and of which the department has notified the relevant HEP
Guidelines			means these Other Grant Guidelines (Research) 2017
HEP		means a higher education provider as specified in section 16-15 of the Act (Table A Providers) or section 16-20 of the Act (Table B Providers)
HERDC		means the Higher Education Research Data Collection maintained by the department
HERP		Higher Education Research Promotion
the Minister		means the Commonwealth Minister for Education and Training
research		means Research and Experimental Development as defined in the Frascati Manual 2015 maintained by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
RSP			means the Research Support Program
i.v.iii	Unless stated otherwise, references to paragraphs refer to paragraphs in these Guidelines.
[bookmark: _Toc334695821][bookmark: _Toc450212586]
[bookmark: _Toc450223505]

[bookmark: _Toc461114548]CHAPTER 1	GRANTS TO SUPPORT RESEARCH BY, AND THE RESEARCH CAPABILITY OF, HIGHER EDUCATION PROVIDERS
[bookmark: _Toc450212587][bookmark: _Toc450223506][bookmark: _Toc458775481][bookmark: _Toc461114549]1.1		Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to specify:

(1) in accordance with subsection 41-15(1) of the Act for the purpose described at item 7 of the table in subsection 41-10(1) of the Act, the RSP; and

(2) under subsection 41-15(2) of the Act, some other matters relevant to the RSP. 

[bookmark: _Toc440983987][bookmark: _Toc440984051][bookmark: _Toc440984616][bookmark: _Toc441048617][bookmark: _Toc441048779][bookmark: _Toc441049735][bookmark: _Toc441051704][bookmark: _Toc441052550][bookmark: _Toc441060494][bookmark: _Toc441060624][bookmark: _Toc441824661][bookmark: _Toc441840243][bookmark: _Toc441840291][bookmark: _Toc441850898][bookmark: _Toc442795966][bookmark: _Toc442796035][bookmark: _Toc442797610][bookmark: _Toc442797682][bookmark: _Toc442803291][bookmark: _Toc442803362][bookmark: _Toc442803417][bookmark: _Toc442861575][bookmark: _Toc442870963][bookmark: _Toc442871019][bookmark: _Toc448155692][bookmark: _Toc450212588][bookmark: _Toc450223507][bookmark: _Toc458775482][bookmark: _Toc461114550][bookmark: _Toc239561907]RESEARCH SUPPORT PROGRAM
[bookmark: _Toc450212589][bookmark: _Toc450223508][bookmark: _Toc458775483][bookmark: _Toc461114551]1.2		Description
The RSP provides block grants, on a calendar year basis, to HEPs to support the systemic costs of research. 
[bookmark: _Toc239561908][bookmark: _Toc450212590][bookmark: _Toc450223509][bookmark: _Toc458775484][bookmark: _Toc461114552]1.3		Objectives
The objectives of the RSP are to:

(1) provide a flexible funding stream to support the systemic costs of research   by Australian HEPs, including the indirect costs of Australian competitive grant research; 

(2) support the delivery of world class research; and

(3) support collaboration between HEPs and industry and other research end-users.
[bookmark: _Toc450212591][bookmark: _Toc450223510][bookmark: _Toc458775485][bookmark: _Toc461114553][bookmark: _Toc239561909]1.4		Grant Amounts
[bookmark: _Toc450212592][bookmark: _Toc450223511][bookmark: _Toc458775486][bookmark: _Toc461114554]1.4.1		Determination of Grants and Indexation
In accordance with subsection 41-30(a) of the Act, the RSP Grant Amounts will be determined in accordance with the method set out in paragraph 1.4.5 of these Guidelines. 

Funding Pool and Funding Pool B amounts for the RSP are indexed in accordance with Part 5-6 of the Act. 


[bookmark: _Toc450212593][bookmark: _Toc450223512][bookmark: _Toc458775487][bookmark: _Toc461114555]1.4.5		How Grant Amounts are Determined
The RSP Grant Amount allocated to a HEP for the Grant Year comprises the sum of:

(a) the HEP’s RSP Basic Grant Amount calculated in paragraph 1.4.10, and 

(b) any adjustments made through the application of the transitional safety net calculated in paragraph 1.4.15 (if applicable)

as rounded in accordance with paragraph 1.4.25.
[bookmark: _Toc450212594][bookmark: _Toc450223513][bookmark: _Toc458775488][bookmark: _Toc461114556]1.4.10		Basic Grant Amounts
The formula for calculating each HEP’s Basic Grant Amount for the Grant Year is:




where: 
	

	=
	Basic Grant Amount from the RSP for ith HEP in year y

	

	=
	Funding Pool A in year y

	

	=
	Funding Pool B in year y

	

	=
	Share of Category 1 income for ith provider calculated according to the following formula:

	
	
	


	

	=
	Share of Category 2, Category 3 and Category 4 income for ith provider calculated according to the following formula:

	
	
	


	

	=
	Year for which the grant is given

	

	=
	the most recent (y1) and second most recent (y2) years for which data is available

	

	=
	1...n, where n is the total number of HEPs


[bookmark: _Toc450212595][bookmark: _Toc450223514][bookmark: _Toc458775489][bookmark: _Toc461114557]1.4.15		Transitional Safety Net
For the Grant Years 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020, a transitional safety net is applied to ensure that no HEP’s RSP Grant Amount for the Grant Year will fall below 95 per cent of that HEP’s indexed RSP Grant Amount for the previous Grant Year. 



The transitional safety net is applied as follows:

(1) Each HEP’s RSP Grant Amount for the previous Grant Year is indexed to current prices by multiplying that amount by the indexation component. The indexation component is determined by dividing the Funding Pool for the Grant Year by the Funding Pool for the previous Grant Year.

a) For the 2017 Grant Year only, each HEP’s RSP Grant Amount for the previous Grant Year is equal to the total of grant amounts received by that HEP in 2016 under the former Joint Research Engagement, Research Infrastructure Block Grants and Sustainable Research Excellence programs. 

b) For the 2017 Grant Year only, the Funding Pool for the previous Grant Year is equal to the total of grant amounts allocated to all HEPs in 2016 under the former Joint Research Engagement, Research Infrastructure Block Grants and Sustainable Research Excellence programs.

(2) For each HEP whose Basic Grant Amount calculated in paragraph 1.4.10 is greater than the indexed amount calculated in subparagraph 1.4.15(1), the difference between the two amounts is placed in the safety net pool.

(3) For each HEP whose Basic Grant Amount calculated in paragraph 1.4.10 is less than 95 per cent of the indexed amount calculated in subparagraph 1.4.15(1), funds are taken from the safety net pool created in subparagraph 1.4.15(2) to top up the HEP’s RSP Grant Amount to 95 per cent of that HEP’s indexed RSP Grant Amount for the previous Grant Year. 

(4) After the calculation at subparagraph 1.4.15(3), any funds remaining in the safety net pool are then returned to HEPs that contributed to the safety net pool in subparagraph 1.4.15(2), based on their percentage contribution to the safety net pool.

[bookmark: _Toc461114558][bookmark: _Toc450212596][bookmark: _Toc450223515]1.4.20		Grant Amounts for 2021 and Future Grant Years
For the 2021 and future Grant Years, each HEP’s RSP Grant Amount is equal to that HEP’s Basic Grant Amount calculated in paragraph 1.4.10.

[bookmark: _Toc461114559]1.4.25		Rounding Process

The rounding process for RSP Grant Amounts is as follows:

(1) The Grant Amount calculated for each HEP under paragraphs 1.4.15 or 1.4.20 is rounded down to the nearest whole dollar. The difference in cents between a HEP’s rounded and unrounded RSP Grant Amount is its Remainder. The sum of all Remainders is the Unallocated Dollars.

(2) Each HEP is ranked in descending order based on its Remainder’s closeness to one hundred. One dollar is assigned to each HEP in order of ranking until all Unallocated Dollars are exhausted.

(3) Each HEP’s RSP Grant Amount is equal to the rounded amount calculated in subparagraph 1.4.25(1) plus any whole dollars assigned in subparagraph 1.4.25(2).

[bookmark: _Toc461114560]1.4.30		Rollover of Grant Amounts

A RSP grant is made in respect of the relevant Grant Year for the purpose of section 41-40 of the Act.

[bookmark: _Toc458775490][bookmark: _Toc461114561]1.5		Conditions that Apply to RSP Grants
[bookmark: _Toc450212598][bookmark: _Toc450223517][bookmark: _Toc458775491]
Conditions that apply to RSP grants will be determined in writing by the Minister, or his or her delegate, under subsection 41-25(b)(i) of the Act. The latest version of the Conditions of Grant for the RSP is linked from the RSP page on the department’s web site.

[bookmark: _Toc451246970][bookmark: _Toc461114562][bookmark: _Toc442871062][bookmark: _Toc212607683]CHAPTER 2	GRANTS FOR ACTIVITIES THAT FOSTER AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPORTANCE OF, OR PROMOTE RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP IN, SCIENCE, SOCIAL SCIENCE OR THE HUMANITIES IN AUSTRALIA
[bookmark: _Toc442871063][bookmark: _Toc451246971][bookmark: _Toc458775492][bookmark: _Toc461114563]2.1		Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to specify: 

(1) in accordance with subsection 41-15(1) of the Act, for the purpose described at item 11(b) of the table in subsection 41-10(1) of the Act, the HERP; and

(2) under subsection 41-15(2) of the Act, some other matters relevant to the HERP grants. 

[bookmark: _Toc334695882][bookmark: _Toc451246972][bookmark: _Toc458775493][bookmark: _Toc461114564]HIGHER EDUCATION RESEARCH PROMOTION
[bookmark: _Toc442871064][bookmark: _Toc451246973][bookmark: _Toc461114565]2.5		Organisations Eligible to Receive Grants
The following organisations are eligible to receive grants under the HERP: 
(1) Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science (ANZAAS); 

(2) [bookmark: OLE_LINK16]Australian Council of Learned Academies (ACoLA) (peak body for the Learned Academies);

(3) The Learned Academies: 

(a) Australian Academy of the Humanities (AAH);

(b) Australian Academy of Science (AAS); 

(c) Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering (ATSE); and

(d) Academy of Social Sciences in Australia Incorporated (ASSA). 

[bookmark: _Toc442871065][bookmark: _Toc451246974][bookmark: _Toc458775494][bookmark: _Toc461114566]2.10		HERP Description
The HERP provides grants under the Act to foster an understanding of the importance of, and/or promote research and scholarship in, science, social science or the humanities in Australia. 
[bookmark: _Toc442871066][bookmark: _Toc451246975][bookmark: _Toc458775495][bookmark: _Toc461114567]2.15		HERP Objectives
The objectives for each HERP grant to each of the relevant eligible organisations are: 
(1) ANZAAS: To cover the costs of transportation and accommodation for approximately five students from each Australian State and Territory to attend the annual Youth Conference; 

(2) ACoLA (peak administrative body for the Learned Academies): To support cooperation between the four Learned Academies, to provide a common point of access to the four Learned Academies for outside organisations and individuals, and promote a unified national vision, helping to enhance interactions between the four Learned Academies without compromising their individual priorities or activities; 

(3) Learned Academies: 
(a) The AAS, ATSE, AAH, and ASSA: To provide secretariat and other administrative support to enable the Academies and their fellows to contribute advice and assistance on issues of national importance, to conduct workshops, forums, symposia and similar events so that the Academies and their fellows can engage on issues of national importance, to manage the development and conduct of policy, education and other programs, and to support relationships with international communities including exchange programs and joint research programs. 
[bookmark: _Toc442871067][bookmark: _Toc451246976][bookmark: _Toc458775496][bookmark: _Toc461114568]2.20		Conditions that Apply to HERP Grants
Conditions that apply to the HERP grants will be determined in writing by the Minister, or his or her delegate, under subsection 41-25(b)(i) of the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc442871068][bookmark: _Toc451246977][bookmark: _Toc458775497][bookmark: _Toc461114569]2.25		HERP Grant Amounts
[bookmark: _Toc441049741][bookmark: _Toc441051710][bookmark: _Toc441052556][bookmark: _Toc441060500][bookmark: _Toc441060630][bookmark: _Toc441824668][bookmark: _Toc441840250][bookmark: _Toc441840298][bookmark: _Toc441850906][bookmark: _Toc442795975][bookmark: _Toc442796044][bookmark: _Toc442797622][bookmark: _Toc442797694][bookmark: _Toc442803303][bookmark: _Toc442803374][bookmark: _Toc442803429][bookmark: _Toc442861587][bookmark: _Toc442870975][bookmark: _Toc442871031][bookmark: _Toc448156395][bookmark: _Toc442795980][bookmark: _Toc442796049][bookmark: _Toc442797627][bookmark: _Toc442797699][bookmark: _Toc442795993][bookmark: _Toc442796062][bookmark: _Toc442797640][bookmark: _Toc442797712][bookmark: _Toc442795995][bookmark: _Toc442796064][bookmark: _Toc442797642][bookmark: _Toc442797714][bookmark: _Toc442795998][bookmark: _Toc442796067][bookmark: _Toc442797645][bookmark: _Toc442797717][bookmark: _Toc442796000][bookmark: _Toc442796069][bookmark: _Toc442797647][bookmark: _Toc442797719][bookmark: _Toc442796005][bookmark: _Toc442796074][bookmark: _Toc442797652][bookmark: _Toc442797724][bookmark: _Toc442796009][bookmark: _Toc442796078][bookmark: _Toc442797656][bookmark: _Toc442797728][bookmark: _Toc442796011][bookmark: _Toc442796080][bookmark: _Toc442797658][bookmark: _Toc442797730][bookmark: _Toc442796012][bookmark: _Toc442796081][bookmark: _Toc442797659][bookmark: _Toc442797731][bookmark: _Toc442796015][bookmark: _Toc442796084][bookmark: _Toc442797662][bookmark: _Toc442797734][bookmark: _Toc111969849][bookmark: _Toc339549688][bookmark: param14][bookmark: param33][bookmark: param34][bookmark: _Toc239561925][bookmark: param35]The HERP grant amounts will be determined in writing by the Minister, or his or her delegate, under subsection 41-30(b) of the Act. Grants made through the HERP are indexed in accordance with Part 5-6 of the Act.
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