Radiocommunications (Spectrum Access
Charges—3.4 GHz Band) Direction 2020

I, Paul Fletcher, Minister for Communications. Cyber Safety and the Arts, give the following
direction to the Australian Communications and Media Authority.

Dated 10 December 2020

Paul Fletcher
Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and the Arts
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1 Name

This instrument is the Radiocommunications (Spectrum Access Charges—3.4
GHz Band) Direction 2020.

2 Commencement

(1) Each provision of this instrument specified in column 1 of the table commences,
or is taken to have commenced, in accordance with column 2 of the table. Any
other statement in column 2 has effect according to its terms.

Commencement information

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3
Provisions Commencement Date/Details
1. The whole of this The day after this instrument is registered.
instrument
Note: This table relates only to the provisions of this instrument as originally made. It will

not be amended to deal with any later amendments of this instrument.

(2) Any information in column 3 of the table is not part of this instrument.
Information may be inserted in this column, or information in it may be edited, in
any published version of this instrument.

3 Authority

This instrument is made under subsection 294(2) of the Act.

4 Definitions

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in section 5 of the Act,
including the following:

(a) ACMA

(b) spectrum;

(c) spectrum access charge; and
(d) spectrum licence.

In this instrument:
Act means the Radiocommunications Act 1992.

charges determination means a determination that is made under subsection
294(1) of the Act and that either fixes spectrum access charges payable by
licensees for issuing relevant spectrum licences, or specifies the times when
those spectrum access charges are payable, or both.

designated area means an inner-metropolitan area or an outer-metropolitan area.

Hierarchical Cell Identification Scheme or HCIS means the Hierarchical Cell
Identification Scheme used as a part of the Australian Spectrum Map Grid 2012
document published by ACMA, as the document existed at the time this
instrument was made.
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Note 1: The HCIS is a naming convention for areas on the Australian Spectrum Map Grid 2012
(ASMG), which is a system used by the ACMA to define geographic areas for
radiocommunications licensing. A document describing the ASMG and HCIS, as well
as spatial datasets describing each HCIS area could, at the time this instrument was
made, be found on the ACMA’s website (http://www.acma.gov.au).

Note 2: A tool to convert lists of HCIS area descriptions into Placemark files to allow these
areas to be visualised using computer mapping software could, at the time this
instrument was made, be found on the ACMA’s website (http://www.acma.gov.au).

inner-metropolitan area has the meaning given in clause 1 of Schedule 1.

NBN Co means NBN Co Limited (ACN 136 533 741), as the company exists
from time to time (even if its name is later changed).

outer-metropolitan area has the meaning given in clause 2 of Schedule 1.

relevant part of the spectrum means the part of the spectrum including all
frequencies greater than 3400 MHz up to and including 3542.5 MHz.

relevant spectrum licence means a spectrum licence issued under subsection
57(1) of the Act to replace an apparatus licence that, at the time the licence is
issued, authorises the operation of radiocommunications devices:

(a) at frequencies within one or more relevant parts of the spectrum; and
(b) within a designated area.

5 Direction—spectrum access charge for relevant spectrum licences

&)

2

(€))

I direct the ACMA, in making a charges determination that relates to relevant
spectrum licences to be issued to NBN Co, to:
(a) fix the amount of the charges payable by NBN Co for the issue of those
licences; and
(b) specify the times at which those charges are payable;
in accordance with this section.
Note: Subsection 294(1) of the Act provides that the ACMA may, by written instrument,
make determinations fixing the amount of spectrum access charges payable by

licensees for issuing spectrum licences and specifying the times when spectrum access
charges are payable.

Spectrum access charge—inner-metropolitan areas

The amount of spectrum access charges payable by NBN Co for issuing one or
more relevant spectrum licences that authorise the operation of
radiocommunications devices within a designated area that is an inner-
metropolitan area (inner-metropolitan charges) must be, in the aggregate:
(a) if all relevant spectrum licences are no longer in force at the start of the
first anniversary of the first of those licences coming into force—nil; or
(b) if any relevant spectrum licence is still in force at the start of the first
anniversary of the first of those licences coming into force—$226,441,720.

The aggregate amount of the inner-metropolitan charges (if any) must be payable
on:

(a) if only one relevant spectrum licence is issued—the day which is the first
anniversary of that licence coming into force; or
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(b) if more than one relevant spectrum licence is issued—the day which is the
first anniversary of the first of those licences coming into force.

Spectrum access charge—outer-metropolitan areas

(4) The amount of spectrum access charges payable by NBN Co for issuing one or
more relevant spectrum licences that authorise the operation of
radiocommunications devices within a designated area that is an outer-
metropolitan area (outer-metropolitan charges) must be, in the aggregate,
$57,146,840.

(5) NBN Co is to be permitted to elect to pay the outer-metropolitan charges in
instalments, subject to the terms set out in subsection (6).

(6) If NBN Co elects to pay the outer-metropolitan charges in instalments:

(a) the aggregate amount of the charges must be payable in 10 equal
instalments;

(b) the first instalment must be payable prior to:
(i) if only one relevant spectrum licence is issued—that licence coming
into force; or
(i1) if more than one relevant spectrum licence is issued—the first of those
licences coming into force;
(c) each further instalment must, until the full amount of the charges are paid,
be payable in annual instalments on:
(i) if only one relevant spectrum licence is issued—each anniversary of
that licence coming into force; or
(ii) if more than one relevant spectrum licence is issued—each
anniversary of the first of those licences coming into force.
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Schedule 1—Designated Areas

1 Inner-metropolitan areas

In this instrument, inner-metropolitan area means an area referred to in column
1 in the following table, to be ascertained as the composite of the areas,
described using identifiers from the HCIS, set out in column 2.

Description of inner-metropolitan areas

Item Column 1

Inner-metropolitan area

Column 2

Areas forming the inner-metropolitan area (HCIS
Identifiers)

1 Inner Adelaide

IW3N, IW304, IW305, IW307, IW308, IW6B1, IW6B2,
IW6B3, IW6BS, IW6B6

2 Inner Brisbane

NTO9B, NT9C, NT9D, NT9E, NT9F, NT9G, NT9H, NTIK,
NTOL, NT8H3, NT8L2, NT8L3, NT8LS, NT8L6, NTSLS,
NTS8L9, NT9A6, NT9A7, NTOA8, NT9A9, NTOI1, NTII2,
NTOI3, NT9I4, NTII5, NT916, NT9J1, NT9J2, NT9J3,
NT9J4, NT9J5, NT9J6, NT9J9, NTIONS, NTIN6, NTONS,
NTIN9, NT904, NT907, NU3B2, NU3B3, NU3Cl,
NU3C4

3 Inner Canberra

MW4D, MW4H, MWS5A, MW5B, MWSE, MWS5F,
MW2MS5, MW2M6, MW2M7, MW2MS8, MW2M9,
MW2N4, MW2N5, MW2N7, MW2N8, MW2N9, MW4L1,
MWA4L2, MW4L3, MW4L5, MW4L6, MWS5I1, MWS5I2,
MWSI3, MW514, MWSIS, MW516, MW5J1, MWS5J2,
MWS5J4, MW35J5

4 Inner Melbourne

KX3P, KX3L6, KX3L7, KX3L8, KX3L9, KX6DI,

KX6D2, KX6D3, KX6D5, KX6D6, LXIM, LX117,
LX1N4, LX4A1, LX4A2, LX4A3, LX4A4, LX4AS,
LX4B1

5 Inner Perth

BVIM, BVIN, BV10, BV4A, BV4B, BV4C, BVILS,
BVILS, BVIP1, BVIP2, BVIP4, BVIP5, BVIP7, BVIPS,
BV4DI1, BV4D2, BV4E1, BV4E2, BV4E3, BV4F,
BV4F2, BV4F3, BV4G1, BV4G2, BVIPY, BV4D3,
BV4D4, BV4G3

6 Inner Sydney

NV7G, NV7H, NV7J, NV7K, NV7L, NV7M, NV7N,
NV70, NV7P, NWIA, NWIB, NWIC, NWID, NWIE,
NWIF, NW1G, NW1H, MV9P2, MV9P3, MV9P5,
MV9P6, MV9P7, MV9PS, MV9IP9, MW3D1, MW3D2,
MW3D3, MW3D5, MW3D6, MW3D8, MW3D9, MW3H2,
MW3H3, MW3HS5, MW3H6, MW3H9, MW3L2, MW3L3,
NV407, NV408, NV409, NV4P7, NV7F6, NV7FS,
NV7F9, NV716, NV7I8, NV7I9, NW 111, NW 112, NW1I3,
NWI1J1, NW1J2, NW1J3, NWIK1, NW1K2, NWIK3,
NWILI, NWIL2, NWIL3
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2 Outer-metropolitan areas

In this instrument, outer-metropolitan area means an area referred to in column
1 in the following table, to be ascertained as the composite of the areas,
described using identifiers from the HCIS, set out in column 2.

Description of outer-metropolitan areas

Item

Column 1

Outer-metropolitan area

Column 2

Areas forming the outer-metropolitan area (HCIS
Identifiers)

Outer Adelaide

IW2, IW5, IW7, IWS, IW9, JW1, JW4, IV8K, IVSL, IV8N,
IV8O, IV8P, IVIF, IVIL, IVIJ, IVOK, IVOL, IVOM, IVON,
IV90, IVOP, IW1P, IW3A, IW3B, IW3C, IW3D, IW3E,
IW3F, IW3G, IW3H, IW3I, IW3J, IW3K, IW3L, IW3M,
IW3P, IW4D, IW4G, IW4H, IW4K, IW4L, IW4N, IW40,
IW4P, IW6A, IW6C, IW6D, IW6E, IW6F, IW6G, IW6H,
IWel, IW6J, IW6K, IW6L, IW6M, IW6N, IW60, IW6P,
JVIM, JVTN, JV70, JVTP, JV&M, JW2A, JW2B, JW2C,
JW2E, JW2F, JW2G, JW2H, JW2L, JW2J, IW2K, JW2M,
JW2N, JW20, JWSA, JWS5B, JIW5C, JWSE, JWSF, JW5I,
JWS5J, JW5SM, JW7A, JW7B, JW7C, JWTD, JIWTE, JW7F,
JW7G, IWTL, JIW8A, IV8H9, IV8J§, IV&J9, IVOE3, IVOE4,
IVOES, IVOE6, IVOE7, IVIES, IVIE9, IVIG1, IVIG2,
IV9G4, IVIGS, IVIG6, IVIGT, IVIGR, IVOGY, IWILG,
IWIL9, IW301, IW302, IW303, IW306, IW309, IW6B4,
IW6B7, IW6BS, IW6BY, JV7I7, IV7IS, IVTI9, IV1]7,
IV7I8,IV7I19, IVIKT, JVTKS, JVTK9, JVTL7, JVTLS,
JVTL9, JV8IT7, JVEIR, JVEI9, JVEN1, JVEN4, JVENS,
JV8NG, JVEN7, JVENS, JVENO, JV8O7, IW2D1, JW2D2,
JW2D4, JW2D5, JW2D6, JW2D7, JW2D8, JIW2D9,
JW2L1, JW2L2, JW2L3, JIW2L4, JW2LS5, JW2L6, JW3A7,
JW3EL, JW5NI1, JW5N2, JW5N4, JW5NS, JW5N7,
JW5NS, JW8BI1, JW8B2, JW8B4

Outer Brisbane

NT6, NT2P, NT3M, NT3N, NT30, NT3P, NT4G, NT4H,
NT4K, NT4L, NT40, NT4P, NT5D, NT5E, NT5F, NT5G,
NT5H, NT5I, NT5J, NT5K, NTSL, NT5M, NT5N, NT50,
NT5P, NT7C, NT7D, NT7F, NT7G, NT7H, NT71, NT7J,
NT7K, NT7L, NT7N, NT70, NT7P, NT8A, NT8B, NT8C,
NTS8D, NTSE, NT8F, NT8G, NTSI, NT8J, NT8K, NT8M,
NTS8N, NT8O, NT8P, NTOM, NT9P, NU2A, NU2B,
NU2C, NU2D, NU2E, NU2F, NU2G, NU2H, NU2L,
NU2P, NU3A, NU3D, NU3E, NU3F, NU3G, NU3H,
NU3L NU3J, NU3K, NU3L, NU3M, NU3N, NU30,
NU3P, NU6A, NU6B, NU6C, NU6D, NT203, NT205,
NT206, NT208, NT209, NT4C6, NT4C9, NT4D4,
NT4D5, NT4D6, NT4D7, NT4D8, NT4D9, NT5A4,
NT5AS, NT5A6, NT5A7, NT5AS, NTSA9, NT5B4,
NT5B5, NT5B6, NT5B7, NT5BS, NT5B9, NT5C2,
NT5C3, NT5C4, NT5CS, NT5C6, NT5C7, NT5C8,
NT5C9, NT7A6, NT7A8, NT7A9, NT7B2, NT7B3,
NT7B4, NT7B5, NT7B6, NT7B7, NT7BS, NT7B9,
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Description of outer-metropolitan areas

Item

Column 1

Outer-metropolitan area

Column 2

Areas forming the outer-metropolitan area (HCIS
Identifiers)

NT7E2, NT7E3, NT7E4, NT7ES, NT7E6, NT7E7, NT7ES,
NT7E9, NT7M1, NT7M2, NT7TM3, NT7M5, NT7M6,
NT7M9, NT8H1, NT8H2, NT8H4, NT8HS5, NT8H6,
NT8H7, NT8HS8, NT8H9, NTSL1, NT8L4, NT8L7,
NTO9A1L, NT9A2, NT9A3, NT9A4, NT9AS, NTII7, NTIIS,
NTOI9, NT9J7, NT9J§, NTON1, NTON2, NTON3, NTON4,
NTON7, NT9O1, NT902, NT903, NT905, NT9O6,
NT908, NT909, NU1B2, NU1B3, NUIB5, NU1B6,
NUICI, NU1C2, NU1C3, NU1C4, NUIC5, NU1Ce6,
NUIDI1, NU1ID2, NUID3, NU1D4, NU1D5, NU1D6,
NUID9, NUIH3, NU2J3, NU2K1, NU2K2, NU2K3,
NU3BI1, NU3B4, NU3BS5, NU3B6, NU3B7, NU3BS,
NU3B9, NU3C2, NU3C3, NU3C5, NU3C6, NU3C7,
NU3C8, NU3C9, NU5D1, NU5D2, NU5D3, NU6EI,
NUG6E2, NU6E3, NU6E4, NU6ES, NU6E6, NU6F1,
NUG6F2, NU6F3, NU6F4, NU6F5, NU6F6, NU6G1,
NU6G2, NU6G3, NU6G4, NU6GS, NU6G6, NU6HI,
NU6H2, NU6H3, NU6H4, NU6HS, NU6H6

Outer Canberra/Sydney

MV6, MW 1, MW6, MW7, MW8, MW9, NV5, MV2P,
MV3D, MV3H, MV3L, MV3M, MV3N, MV30, MV3P,
MV5D, MV5H, MV5L, MV5P, MV7L, MV70, MV7P,
MV8D, MV8H, MV8I, MV8J, MV8K, MVSL, MV8M,
MVSN, MV80, MV8P, MV9A, MV9B, MV9C, MV9D,
MV9E, MV9F, MV9G, MV9H, MV9I, MV9J, MV9K,
MVIL, MVOM, MVIN, MV90, MW2A, MW2B, MW2C,
MW2D, MW2E, MW2F, MW2G, MW2H, MW2I, MW2J,
MW2K, MW2L, MW20, MW2P, MW3A, MW3B,
MW3C, MW3E, MW3F, MW3G, MW31, MW3J, MW3K,
MW3M, MW3N, MW30, MW3P, MW4A, MW4B,
MWA4C, MW4E, MW4F, MW4G, MW41, MW4J, MW4K,
MW4M, MW4N, MW40, MW4P, MW5C, MW5D,
MW5G, MW5H, MW5K, MW5L, MW5M, MW5N,
MW50, MW5P, MX1C, MX1D, MX1H, MX2A, MX2B,
MX2C, MX2D, MX2E, MX2F, MX2G, MX2H, MX3A,
MX3B, MX3C, MX3D, MX3E, MX3F, MX3G, MX3H,
NVI1L NV1J, NVIK, NVIL, NVIM, NVIN, NV10,
NV1P, NV2H, NV2I, NV2J, NV2K, NV2L, NV2M,
NV2N, NV20, NV2P, NV3E, NV3F, NV3G, NV3H,
NV3IL NV3J, NV3K, NV3L, NV3M, NV3N, NV30,
NV3P, NV4A, NV4B, NV4C, NV4D, NV4E, NV4F,
NV4G, NV4H, NV4I, NV4J, NV4K, NV4L, NV4M,
NV4N, NV7A, NV7B, NV7C, NV7D, NV7E, NW1M,
NWIN, NW10, NW1P, LW3L3, LW3L5, LW3L6,
LW3L8, LW3L9, LW3P3, LW3P6, LW3P9, LW6D3,
LW6D6, LW6D9, LW6H3, LW6H6, LW6H9, LW6L3,
LW6L6, LW6L9, LW6P3, LW6P6, LW6P9, LW9D3,
LW9D6, LW9D9, MV3G9, MV3K3, MV3K6, MV3KO9,
MV5G5, MV5G6, MV5GS8, MV5G9, MV5K2, MV5K3,
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Description of outer-metropolitan areas

Item

Column 1

Outer-metropolitan area

Column 2

Areas forming the outer-metropolitan area (HCIS
Identifiers)

MV7K6, MV7KS8, MV7K9, MV7N9, MVSE6, MVSEY,
MV8F4, MV8F5, MV8F6, MV8F7, MV8F8, MV8F9,
MV8G4, MV8GS, MV8G6, MV8G7, MVEGE, MVSEGI,
MV9P1, MV9P4, MW2M1, MW2M2, MW2M3, MW2M4,
MW2NI1, MW2N2, MW2N3, MW2N6, MW3D4, MW3D7,
MW3H1, MW3H4, MW3H7, MW3H8, MW3L1, MW3L4,
MW3L5, MW3L6, MW3L7, MW3L8, MW3L9, MWA4L4,
MW4L7, MW4L8, MW4L9, MW 517, MW5I8, MWS5I9,
MWS5J3, MW5J6, MWS5J7, MWS5J8, MW5J9, NV2D7,
NV2Dg, NV2D9, NV401, NV402, NV403, NV404,
NV405, NV406, NV4P1, NV4P2, NV4P3, NV4P4,
NV4P5, NV4P6, NV4P8, NV4P9, NV7F1, NVTF2,
NV7F3, NV7F4, NV7F5, NV7F7, NV7I1, NV712, NV7I3,
NV7I4, NV7I5, NV7I7, NW1I4, NW1I5, NW1I6, NW1I7,
NWI1I8, NW1I9, NW1J4, NW1J5, NW1J6, NW1]7,
NW1J8, NW1J9, NW1K4, NWIKS5, NW1K6, NW1K7,
NWI1KS8, NWIK9, NW1L4, NWILS5, NWI1L6, NWI1L7,
NWILE, NWI1L9

Outer Melbourne

KW9, KX2, KX5, KX8, KX9, LX5, LX7, LX8, KW7L,
KW70, KW7P, KW8B, KWSC, KW8D, KWSE, KW8F,
KW8G, KW8H, KWSI, KW8J, KW8K, KWSL, KW8M,
KWSN, KW80, KWS8P, KX1C, KXID, KX1G, KX1H,
KXIK, KX1L, KX10, KX1P, KX3A, KX3B, KX3C,
KX3D, KX3E, KX3F, KX3G, KX3H, KX3I, KX3J, KX3K,
KX3M, KX3N, KX30, KX4C, KX4D, KX4G, KX4H,
KX4J, KX4K, KX4L, KX4N, KX40, KX4P, KX6A,
KX6B, KX6C, KX6E, KX6F, KX6G, KX6H, KX6I, KX6J,
KX6K, KX6L, KX6M, KX6N, KX60, KX6P, LW7A,
LW7E, LW7F, LW7I, LW7J, LW7K, LW7M, LW7N,
LW70, LW7P, LX1A, LX1B, LX1C, LXID, LXIE, LXIF,
LX1G, LX1H, LX1J, LX1K, LXIL, LX10, LX1P, LX2A,
LX2E, LX2I, LX2M, LX2N, LX20, LX4C, LX4D, LX4E,
LXA4F, LX4G, LX4H, LX41, LX4J, LX4K, LX4L, LX4M,
LX4N, LX40, LX4P, LX6A, LX6E, LX6I, LX6M,
KWS5P8, KW5P9, KW6M7, KW6MS, KW6M9, KW6N7,
KW6N8, KW6N9, KW607, KW608, KW609, KW6P7,
KW6PS8, KW6P9, KW7D9, KW7H3, KW7HS5, KW7H6,
KW7H8, KW7H9, KW7KS, KW7K6, KW7KS, KW7K9,
KW8A2, KWSA3, KW8A4, KWSAS, KWSAG6, KWSA7,
KWS8AS8, KW8A9, KX1J9, KXIN3, KXIN6, KXIN9,
KX3L1, KX3L2, KX3L3, KX3L4, KX3L5, KX4B3,
KX4B6, KX4B9, KX4F3, KXA4F5, KX4F6, KX4F7,
KXA4F8, KX4F9, KX6D4, KX6D7, KX6D8, KX6D9,
LW4M7, LW4MS, LW4M9, LW7B1, LW7B4, LW7BS,
LW7B7, LW7B8, LW7B9, LW7C7, LW7C8, LW7G]1,
LW7G2, LW7G4, LW7G5, LW7G6, LW7G7, LW7GS,
LW7G9, LW7H7, LW7L1, LW7L2, LW7L4, LW7L5,
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Description of outer-metropolitan areas

Item

Column 1

Outer-metropolitan area

Column 2

Areas forming the outer-metropolitan area (HCIS
Identifiers)

LW7L7, LW7LS, LW8M4, LW8MS, LW8M7, LWSMS,
LW8M9, LX111, LX112, LX1I3, LX 114, LX11I5, LX1I6,
LX1I8, LX119, LX1IN1, LXIN2, LXIN3, LXIN5, LX1NG6,
LXIN7, LXINS8, LXIN9, LX2P4, LX2P5, LX2P6, LX2P7,
LX2P8, LX2P9, LX3M7, LX3M8, LX3M9, LX4A6,
LX4A7, LX4A8, LX4A9, LX4B2, LX4B3, LX4B4,
LX4BS5, LX4B6, LX4B7, LX4B8, LX4B9, LX6B4,
LX6B7, LX6F1, LX6F4, LX6F7, LX6J1, LX6J4, LX6]7,
LX6N1, LX6N4

Outer Perth

AUGI, AU6J, AU6K, AU6L, AU6M, AU6N, AU6O,
AU6P, AU9, AV9, AW3, BU7, BUS, BU4H, BU4I, BU4J,
BU4K, BU4L, BU4M, BU4N, BU40O, BU4P, BUSE,
BUSF, BUSG, BUSH, BUSI, BUSJ, BUSK, BUSL, BUSM,
BUSN, BU50, BUSP, BU9A, BU9B, BU9E, BU9F, BU9I,
BU9J, BU9M, BU9N, BV2, BV5, BV7, BV8, BWI, BW2,
BW5,BVI1A, BV1B, BVIC, BV1D, BVIE, BVIF, BVIG,
BVIH, BVI1I, BV1J], BVI1K, BV3A, BV3B, BV3E, BV3F,
BV3I, BV3J, BV3M, BV3N, BV4H, BV4I, BV4], BV4K,
BV4L, BV4M, BV4N, BV40, BV4P, BV6A, BV6B,
BV6E, BV6F, BV6I, BV6J, BV6M, BV6N, BVY9A, BVIB,
BVOIE, BVIF, BVII, BV9J, BVOM, BVIN, BW3A,
BW6A, BW6E, BW6l, BW6M, BVIL1, BV1L2, BVIL3,
BVI1L4,BVIL6, BVIL7, BVIL9, BVIP3, BV1P6,
BV3Cl1, BV3C2, BV3C4, BV3C5, BV3C7, BV3CS,
BV3Gl, BV3G2, BV3G4, BV3GS5, BV4DS, BV4De6,
BV4D7, BV4D8, BV4D9, BV4E4, BV4ES, BV4EG6,
BVA4E7, BV4ES, BV4E9, BV4F4, BV4FS5, BV4F6, BV4F7,
BV4F8, BV4F9, BV4G4, BV4GS5, BV4G6, BV4GT,
BV4G8, BV4G9, BVICl, BVIC2, BV9C4, BVICS,
BV9C7, BV9CS8, BV9G1, BV9G2, BV9G4, BVIGS,
BV9G7, BVOGS, BW3M4, BW3M7, BW3M8
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