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[bookmark: _Hlk81495969]Aged Care Legislation Amendment (Care Recipients and Service Staff Vaccination Recording and Reporting) Principles 2021



Background

[bookmark: _Hlk75334035]The Aged Care Legislation Amendment (Care Recipients and Service Staff Vaccination Recording and Reporting) Principles 2021, which was registered on 
12 July 2021, established requirements on approved providers of home care services and Short Term Restorative Care in a home or community setting to keep records and report to the Commonwealth the number of service staff who have voluntarily informed the approved provider they have received a single dose of a COVID-19 vaccination, all required doses of a COVID-19 vaccination and the annual seasonal influenza vaccine for that year.
 

Purpose

The purpose of this Supplementary Explanatory Statement, which should be read in conjunction with the Instrument’s Explanatory Statement, is to provide additional information in response to matters raised by the Senate Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation Committee. 



Details of the Explanatory Statement on the Aged Care Legislation Amendment (Care Recipients and Service Staff Vaccination Recording and Reporting) Principles 2021

[bookmark: _Hlk81476402]At the end of Schedule 1 insert: 
 
In order to keep records of the vaccination information required by these new sections, approved providers will need to collect certain vaccination information about their service staff and care recipients. This information is ‘health information’ and therefore ‘personal information’ and ‘sensitive information’ under the Privacy Act 1988 (Privacy Act). 

To the extent approved providers collect, store, use and disclose personal information for the purposes of meeting these record keeping responsibilities under the Records Principles, approved providers will be required to do so in accordance with the Privacy Act.

At the end of Schedule 2, insert: 

In order to report the information required by these new sections, approved providers will need to collect certain vaccination information about their care recipients and service staff. This information is ‘health information’ and therefore ‘personal information’ and ‘sensitive information’ under the Privacy Act. 

While details of an individual’s personal vaccination status will not be reported to the Secretary of the Department of Health under these amendments, statistical information of the number of care recipients and service staff at that care service who are vaccinated against influenza each year and against COVID-19, will be disclosed to the Secretary. 

To the extent approved providers disclose any personal information for the purposes of meeting these reporting responsibilities under the Accountability Principles, approved providers will be required to do so in accordance with the Privacy Act.

Section 86-1 of the Aged Care Act also protects personal information. It provides that information acquired under the Aged Care Act, that is personal information or is information that relates to the affairs of an approved provider, is protected information. Section 86-2 of the Aged Care Act provides the unauthorised disclosure of protected information is an offence. 

